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A chairde

School closes for the Mid-Term Break on Friday at 2.00. We wish everyone a restful and safe 
Halloween. We re-open on Monday November 2nd @ 9.20am.

There is no truth in the rumour that Halloween has been cancelled! At the request of our Student 
Council, we will have a Dress-up Day on Friday. Children may come in Halloween attire but 
please make sure that there is no changing in school involved. Thanks.

Covid: 
We all realise that the number of cases nationally is extremely high.  Each one of us therefore 
needs to redouble our personal efforts in order to keep the school open in a safe manner.
Implications for children’s continuing attendance at school arise from our own behaviours in 
response to HSE guidelines.
The implications for children attending school arising from HES guidance are as follows:

Condition Person Child / Children

Proven COVID-19 Self-isolate for 10 days 
with last 5 days without a 
fever

Close contacts restrict 
movements for 14 days 
(after last contact with 
case*)
 
Should not attend school

COVID-19 symptoms, not 
tested

Self-isolate for 10 days 
with last 5 days without a 
fever

Close contacts restrict 
movements for 14 days 
(after last contact with 
case*)
 
Should not attend school

COVID-19 symptoms 
awaiting test (this includes 
patients with samples 
reported as 
indeterminate/invalid until 
such time as repeat test is 
available or it has been 
determined that COVID-19 

Self-isolate pending test 
result including self-
isolation from household 
members

Members of the household 
restrict movements pending 
test results/exclusion of 
diagnosis of COVID-19
 
Should not attend school



has been excluded on other 
grounds

 
COVID-19 symptoms: Fever more than or equal to 38.0 C or new cough or shortness of 
breath or anosmia, dysgeusia or ageusia (loss of sense of smell, or loss of sense of taste or 
distortion of sense of taste)
Self-isolation means staying indoors and completely avoiding contact with other people. This 
includes other people in your household, as much as possible. It applies to people with proven 
or suspected COVID-19.
Restricting movement means avoiding contact with other people and social situations as much 
as possible. It applies to those who are without symptoms but considered at higher risk of 
developing COVID-19 because they were exposed to a particular risk.

Ventilation has been identified as an effective mitigation against the spread of the virus. 
Therefore we are leaving windows and doors open much more than normal. The heating is still 
on but obviously, as the days get colder, it will be less effective. Please ensure that your child/ren 
are well wrapped up with plenty of layers. If they wish to wear their coat in class, remind them to 
just ask teacher.

D.T. News:  With the countdown on to the Halloween break some classes will concentrate on 
‘All Things Halloween’.  From Halloween sentences to poems to projects on the History of 
Halloween we are bound to have spooktacular work from all the students.  Other students will 
work on the Mangahigh software and assignments set by the teachers.  
Happy Halloween to one and all and may you all stay safe over the break.
Ms Debby Walsh

Enrolment Forms for children starting school in Sept 2021 are now available from the office. 

I would like, as we approach Mid-Term to thanks all staff, pupils and parents for the extra efforts 
everybody is making to keep our school community safe. It has been difficult and we will need 
to continue for some time yet. As we have just passed the 80th birthday of John Lennon (RIP) is 
is no harm to remember one of his famous quotes:
Everything will be okay in the end. If it’s not okay, it’s not the end.

Mise le meas

Cóilín Ó Coigligh, 
Príomh Oide.

Nathanna na Seachtaine:  Is maith liom…. Ni maith liom (I like… I don’t like)
Seanfhocal na Míosa: Ni neart go cur le cheile! (Strength in togetherness)



Green News

The most important thing in everyone’s mind now is safety and health. We must protect each 
other and our communities. Following the guidelines is what each one of us is constantly 
reminded to do. Social distancing, hand hygiene and good respiratory etiquette. If everyone 
adheres to these steps, we can make a difference. 

The same can be said about the health and protection of our world and environment. Everyone 
must buy into it for it to be effective. We all must reflect on our actions and ask if they are 
environmentally safe. Environmentalists have recently pointed out the increase in litter due to 
discarded disposable face masks. Much of the personal protective gear in use now is non-
biodegradable unfortunately and some has been found washed up on beaches. The plastic fibres 
which make up medical masks are detrimental to sea life. Let's be mindful of how we dispose of 
our PPE.

As the season changes, there is a beautiful array of colour around us. We may be faced with a 5 
meter radius for movement again. Enjoy our lovely town and help keep it tidy. 



 

    

 
Be safe and be green!

by Mrs Nally
Remember Green isn’t just cool anymore, it’s a must!



St Mary’s Parents’ Association

 https://www.facebook.com/stmarysparentsassoc/

Many thanks for your continued support.  

Caroline Smith
Chairperson

Community Notices


