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Fáilte
Fáilte is fichead romhat chuig Bunscoil Clochar Mhuire, Átha Troim.
Tá súil agam go mbainfidh tú taitneamh agus eolas as an gclár seo.

We hope that you will find this Prospectus both informative and enlightening and we welcome your suggestions on it or on any 
matter relating to your child’s education. It gives only a brief and general account of the various activities and procedures in our 
school.  A video of the prospectus is also available on www.stmarystrim.ie

We are fortunate to have a very diligent and caring staff who help promote a positive and progressive ethos. We are a Catholic 
School under the patronage of Bishop Tom Denihan, the Bishop of Meath. The Sisters of Mercy laid the foundation of our 
school in 1867 and the spirit of Mercy is embedded in our ethos and reflected in our school mission statement:
St Mary’s is committed to holistic development and to the achievement of the full potential of each student, particularly those who are 
disadvantaged or marginalised. 

We are proud to be a Green School having been awarded our first Green Flag in 2005. We have many green initiatives like 
COW (Cycle on Wednesdays) and WOW (Walk on Wednesday).  We are also a Digital School of Distinction (awarded 
2014), Active School (awarded 2016), Gaelbhratach - promoting Irish culture and language (awarded 2014, 2016 and 2018) 
and Health Promoting School (awarded 2018).

Our motto: “Ní neart go cur le chéile” encapsulates our emphasis on working together. We recognise the vital role of parents 
and guardians in education. Great emphasis is placed on the meaningful participation of parents in the education of their 
children. As the Primary School Curriculum Guidelines state:
“Parents are the child’s primary educators, and the life of the home is the most potent factor in his or her development during the 
primary school years”.

If you would like to visit our school or have any queries, please phone me at 046 9431919. Cuirfear fáilte romhat i gcónaí.

Cóilín O Coigligh
Príomh Oide / Principal
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A Brief History of Our School
St Mary’s Convent Primary School is a Primary School situated in the heart of Trim.   It is a Catholic 
School with a Catholic ethos, but where children of other denominations are whole heartedly welcomed 
and their beliefs respected.  St Mary’s is a mixed Primary School from Junior Infants to First Class and 
girls from Second to Sixth Class.  

The school was first opened on Emmet Street in 1867 by the Sisters of Mercy, with 30 children in what is 
still Wellington House. In 1868 it moved to the Convent on Emmet Street before moving in 1900 to what 
is now St Patrick’s Hall on Patrick Street. The building and opening of a new primary school on Patrick 
Street took place in 1924. The Sisters and the people of Trim generously furnished one third of the cost, (see plaques at top of 
page illustrating our history). 
The old building, which accommodated 300 children remained in use until 2010. 

A new building on Patrick Street was sanctioned and subsequently completed in 1978. A major refurbishment of this new 
school started in summer of 2001 and was completed in summer 2002.  At the end of June 2010 pupils were relocated into the 
new major extension consisting of new classrooms, resource rooms, library, computer room and a school hall complete with 
seating for 300.  
A further extension of  two classrooms, a store 
and a Special Ed room was added in 2013.

At present, there are over 600 children in our 
school. The seeds that were sown by the Sisters 
of Mercy have produced a quality education 
which has endured to the present day.

School Charter St Mary’s 
Convent Primary School

A Roman Catholic School (which is established in connection 
with the Minister) aims at promoting the full and harmonious 

development of all aspects of the person of the pupil: intellectual, physical, 
cultural, moral and spiritual, including a living relationship with God and 

with other people. The school models and promotes a philosophy of life 
inspired by belief in God and in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. The Catholic School provides religious education for the pupils 
in accordance with the doctrines, practices and tradition of the Roman 

Catholic Church and promotes 
the formation of the pupils in the Catholic Faith.
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Aims of our School
1.    To enable the child to live a full life as a child. 

2.    To nurture in the child a spirit of co-operation, kindness, self discipline, 
 respect, enthusiasm and independence. 

3.    To foster skills in literacy, numeracy, handwriting, and to achieve academic success.

4.    To develop a knowledge and appreciation for one’s heritage, through promotion of the
  Irish Language and Culture through the study of History, Geography and Nature Studies. 

5.    To foster skills in Drama, Art, Music, Sport and Digital Technology.

6.    To promote healthy eating.

7.     To inculcate a love and appreciation of our environment through Green Flag activities and other ‘green’ 
 initiatives.

 These are noble aims but we like to aim high.  It is only with your co-operation that we can achieve them.

Admission
According to the regulations laid down by the Department 
of Education and Skills, a child must be at least 4 years of age 
before starting Primary School. The Board of Management 
require that this age be reached before the beginning of the 
school year. The Board of Management sets a further cut-
off date each year depending on numbers.  Enrolments are 
accepted in accordance with our Enrolment/Admissions 
Policy - see www.stmarystrim.ie/policies

Registration forms for new pupils are available from 
September each year. Contact our school secretary. An Open 
and Enrolment Day is held in January. 

General Information
Bunscoil Clochar Mhuire, 

Patrick Street, Trim, Co. Meath. 

Telephone: (046) 943 1919 / 9431127

Email address: marystrim@eircom.net

Website: www.stmarystrim.ie

Facebook:

St Mary’s Convent Primary School 

Trim, Co Meath
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School Uniform
St Mary’s school uniform consists of a royal blue v-necked jumper emblazoned with 
the school crest, a white shirt, a blue and grey striped tie and a grey pinafore, skirt or 
trousers.  On P.E. days the school tracksuit is worn.  This consists of a red and grey 
sweatshirt bearing the school crest and is worn with grey tracksuit bottoms and a 
white polo shirt.  A red school jacket is also available.  All items can be purchased 
locally.  Junior Infants (only) have the option of wearing the school tracksuit every 
day.

School Parent Liaison
Open Day is held in mid January and all existing and prospective parents/guardians are welcomed in during school hours to 
observe a “school in action”. New Junior Infants and their parents are invited to visit the school in June. Formal Parent/Teacher 
Meetings are held in November for Senior Infants to Sixth Classes and February for Junior Infants. All parents are furnished 
with a progress report on their child, at the end of each school year. 

School Hours
School hours are from 9.20a.m. to 3.00p.m. 
Junior and Senior Infants’ classes finish at 2.00p.m. 
Breaktimes are from 11.00a.m. to 11.10a.m. and 12.30p.m. to 1.00p.m.

Parental Involvement
 

We have an active and involved Parents’ Association. All parents are welcome to join in the work of this Association. 

While a lot of the focus of the Parents’ Association is on fundraising, members are also involved in health and safety issues, policy 
formation and the organisation of some school events.   The Parents’ Association also facilitate the children’s Insurance Scheme 
and give invaluable assistance in the Book Rental Scheme and our annual Sports Day. It also provides light refreshments for First 
Communions, Graduation, Open Evenings, Open Days and Sports Days.  The association is affiliated with the National Parents 
Council for Primary Schools in Ireland.  A new 
association is formed or renewed every year at 
the AGM and meets regularly at the school.

Some parents also come into school to assist 
with the “Reading” Guided Team Teaching 
Programme and to work as part of a “Meitheal” 
Group which helps to prepare classroom 
resources and materials.

Board of 
Management
 

The responsibility of our elected Board of Management includes administration and the day to day running of the school. It 
operates under the rules for National Schools, as decreed by the Minister for Education and Skills. 
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St Mary’s Student Council
An Chomhairle Scoile
St Mary’s Student Council was first established in 
2004 and its aim was to give students a greater voice 
in the decision- making process of the school.
Every September, representatives from Fourth, Fifth and 
Sixth classes are elected by secret ballot and take a seat on 
the council for the duration of the academic year.  Nominees 
may canvass prior to the election. The newly elected Student 
Council members wear specially designed badges for easy 
identification.
The Student Council convenes once a fortnight, at lunchtime, 
and the council meetings are facilitated by the Principal, Mr O’Coigligh and Mrs O’Hare. 
The Student Council has been instrumental in many of the positive changes that have taken place in our school since the 
council’s inception.  Some of the initiatives inspired by ideas from our students include the installation of solar panels in the 
school, an all-weather pitch (MUGA), changes made to the school uniform, the establishment of the school’s Homework 
Club, the school’s Art Club, the Book Club and, in more recent times, the Drama Club.
Council members deliberate over many issues relevant to the school and sometimes the students are offered opportunities to 
discuss new school policies and proposed changes to our current ones.  Recently our Student Council discussed appropriate 
and practical changes to the school’s Healthy Eating Policy, when it came up for debate.  
Some recommendations were made by council representatives to encourage more pupil involvement in physical activity in our 
school and to enable St Mary’s to become a healthier, more active environment. 
Every January, the Sixth Class council members are on duty for the school’s Open Day and are always very proud to bring 
visitors on a guided tour of their school.  They are also available to ‘Meet and Greet’ guests for the First Holy Communion 
reception, in our School Hall, in May and for other special events throughout the school year.  
The council has also engaged in some fundraising events and holds a very successful annual Talent Show. All proceeds from 
this show go to student-nominated charities. 
The students continue to make very practical and eco-friendly suggestions to improve 
our school and we have a very pleasant learning environment, as a result.

Our School Library
As the world renowned King John’s Castle is Trim’s main tourist attraction, it was decided 
to design our school library to replicate the Great Hall of a Norman castle. We included 
a throne, fireplace, tapestries and garderobe to add to the historical atmosphere.  In 
keeping with the Norman theme, the adjoining Audio-visual Room was constructed 
to resemble a dungeon and contains an interactive whiteboard and surround sound 
system.   To date, our library contains in excess of 5,000 books catalogued under the 
following categories:
Fiction - Junior  /  Middle  /  Senior;  Big Books; Non-fiction - Reference Books - History, 
Geography, Environmental, Science, Arts etc; Green Schools Section; 
Irish Books - Fiction and Non-fiction; Dual Language Books - Fiction and Non-fiction
The library was completed in 2011 and was inspired by ideas from our staff, pupils 
and parents.  It incorporates the latest Radio Frequency Identification (R.F.I.D.) technology that is the next generation 
improvement on bar codes. 
We are very lucky to have a state of the art library that contains an ever-expanding collection of books and the most modern 
technology available. We believe that our unique library will cultivate an interest in reading and a love of books, for many 
generations to come.
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The Curriculum 
The curriculum is the focal pivot around which the school 
hinges. It underlines the importance of an integrated learning 
experience that will enable children to acquire knowledge, 
concepts, skills and values that are relevant and appropriate 
to their present and future lives. At Bunscoil Clochar Mhuire 
a strong emphasis is placed on Reading, Writing and Maths, 
the development of which are proven to greatly contribute to 
successful life skills. At school, children are taught the seven 
curriculum areas along with a weekly computer class in our 
new D.T. Room. 

An Ghaeilge
Déantar fíor-iarracht an Ghaeilge a chur chun cinn 
sa scoil agus an teanga a úsáid go nádúrtha timpeall 
na scoile. Bronnadh Gaelbhratach orainn de bharr sin sna 
blianta 2014, 2016 agus 2018.
Tá sé mar aidhm againn go mbainfear na daltaí sult agus 
taitneamh as an teanga agus go mbeadh grá acu di agus meas 
acu uirthi. Tá sé mar sprioc againn go mbeadh líofacht réasúnta 
sa Ghaeilge ag gach páiste ar fhágáil na scoile dóibh. Seo é ár 
mana:

Tír gan teanga, Tír gan anam
Scoil gan Ghaeilge, Scoil gan chroí.

A sincere effort is made to promote Irish in our school and to 
use Irish naturally around the school. We were awarded a Gaelbhratach (Irish Flag) in 2014, 2016 and 2018. It is our aim to 
enable the pupils to enjoy Irish and to foster a love and respect for it. Our target also is that each pupil will have achieved a 
reasonable fluency in Irish by the time they leave our school. Our motto (chosen by the pupils) is: 

A country with out a language, a county without a soul
A school with Irish, a school without a heart.

Religious Education  
As St Mary’s is a Catholic School, Religious education is an integral feature of our school 
programme.  In co-operation with parents and guardians, we aim to nurture Christian 
values in our children, love of God and others and respect for all.  The Religious Education 
programme (Grow in Love) is taught throughout the school.
Preparation for First Penance and First Holy Communion is carried out in Second Class.  
In Sixth Class, the students prepare for the sacrament of Confirmation.
During the year a number of Religious occasions and feast days are recognised and 
celebrated at school e.g. Mercy Day, St Brigid’s Day, St Patrick’s Day, Catholic Schools 
Week, Lent, Advent, Light of my Life.  A Christmas Pageant is performed every Christmas 
and many junior classes stage delightful Nativity Plays.

Health Promoting Schools
Our school is a Health Promoting School. This means we use a whole-school approach to all aspects of health and 
well-being. Health Promoting Schools (HPS) provides a framework for a school to assess health needs and begin 
a process of working towards better health for all who learn and work within the school setting. With the HPS concept, health 
refers to physical, social, emotional, mental, spiritual, and cognitive health and is seen as an essential resource for living life. 
Our targets have been to review our Healthy Eating Policy and to promote the well being of our students and staff through 
introducing mindfulness, grounding and the Fish Philosophy.
 “A health promoting school can be characterised as a school that is constantly strengthening its capacity as a healthy setting for 
living, learning, and working”.   (WHO, 1997)
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The Staff
There is a teaching staff of thirty five in St 
Mary’s. In addition to class teachers, we have 
eleven Special Education Teachers (SETs) - (see 
next heading).  The school also has the services 
of a secretary, a caretaker and five Special Needs 
Assistants. 

Special Education Teachers
St Mary’s Primary School has eleven S.E.T.s. The main role of the S.E.T. is to provide the pupils with additional help in the 
areas of literacy and numeracy. The S.E.T. will assess, plan and co-ordinate with the class teacher. Pupils’ needs are identified 
and these children are given additional time in smaller groups, which gives them the opportunity to succeed and help them to 
gain confidence.  S.E.T.s liaise with parents, Psychologists, Speech Therapists and Occupational Therapists in order to develop 
an Individual Educational Plan (I.E.P.), specific to each individual child .  This is monitored and reviewed at the end of each 
term.  They also provide a Perceptual Motor Programme (P.M.P.,) four days a week, for children with occupational needs. 
Specialised O.T. equipment is used to target the gross and fine motor needs of children, and progress is closely monitored 
by S.E.Ts and S.N.As.  The S.E.T. team also offer Neuro-developmental Therapy (Exercise Club)  and Sound Therapy.  S.E.Ts 
also provide additional help for children for whom English is a second language.  The children receive additional help in small 
groups or in-class for both English and Maths.  There are over 22 nationalities in our school: children from Poland, Lithuania, 
Romania, India, Spain, Germany, South Africa, Pakistan and many other countries.  This intercultural dimension to our school 
contributes to the development of a society based on the shared sense that language, culture and ethnic diversity is central.

There are two language classes in St Mary’s Primary School which cater for a total of 14 children between the ages of 5-8 years 
who have been diagnosed with a Specific Language Impairment.  The language class is a joint project between the Department 
of Education and the Health Service Executive (H.S.E.) meeting the needs of children in Co. Meath.

Each class is staffed by a class teacher.  Both classes have access to a Speech and Language Therapist and some access to S.N.A. 
support.  Children receive intensive speech and language therapy alongside individual teaching and input from an Occupational 

Therapist if required.  Programs last for a 
maximum of two years.  Each child continues 
with the primary school curriculum at 
their own level.  Opportunities are created 
to integrate pupils from the Speech and 
Language classes into mainstream  classes for 
subjects such as P.E., Art, Music and Maths.
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Green Flag School
St Mary’s has been part of the Green Schools’ Programme for well over ten years. To date, the school has been awarded 
seven green flags, the most recent being for Global Citizenship. The Green Schools’ Programme is a very well-structured one 
involving seven steps. An Taisce’s Educational Unit in conjunction with local authorities, provide support for schools involved. 
The programme employs a thematic approach which works extremely well within the educational context. Flags have been 
awarded to St Mary’s for our work on the themes of Waste Management, Water, Energy, Travel, Green Homes, Biodiversity 
and Global Citizenship.
When St Mary’s set out on its Green journey almost ten years ago, Ireland was thriving and not many people wanted to 
know about being eco-friendly or economical! Environmentalists and tree-huggers were viewed as alternative! St Mary’s, 
nevertheless, ploughed ahead with its Green School Campaign and has made remarkable success over the years. St Mary’s has 
established very keen Adult and Pupil Green Committees. Green areas are set up in each classroom and Gardaí Glasa, Water 
Watchers and Energy Squads monitor progress. Pledges are composed for each theme and are displayed in the green area of 
each classroom.
We have an extensive Green Area (An Ceantar Glas) right in the heart of our school, which houses containers for various 
recycled materials and where children can be spotted daily adding their recyclables.
In 2011 the school installed three 10,000-litre rainwater tanks and now over 50% of our water comes from rainwater. Our water 
bills have been reduced from €6,000 to €3,000 per annum. Each classroom is fitted with toilet eco-flush buttons, minimising 
the water flushed every day. Classrooms have sensor-operated (PIRs) lighting, so that lights switch off automatically when 
there’s no activity in the room. To address classroom waste, each classroom operates a ‘bin system’ whereby dry waste is 
recycled and organic waste is composted. All of our school newsletters are sent electronically thus cutting down dramatically 
on paper and ink waste.  In 2017 we installed solar panels to address our energy usage and to save school funds.
Like many Irish schools, WOW (Walking on Wednesday) and COW (Cycling on Wednesday) campaigns are embedded in 
our school calendar. Teachers dutifully meet up with either cyclists or walkers every Wednesday and escort them safely to 
school. This initiative aims to reduce traffic congestion around the school. Some pupils are very creative and even roller-blade, 
scoot or flicker to school!
Although a lot of thought and hard work has gone into the Green Schools’ campaign, we also see the fun side of being green 
and have had some good laughs along the way. Every year we dress up and participate in the St Patrick’s Day parade in Trim 
to promote whatever green theme we are working on that particular year.  We have created quite a stir in the town with our 
costumes!
In keeping with the Mercy ethos of our school, we manage to help others through our recycling initiatives. Every year we hold 
a Siopa Glas where old toys, books and other items are 
donated to the school and are then sold.  The proceeds 
are given to either a local charity or sent to our dear 
friend and former principal, Sr Claudia in Zambia for 
her Special Education school.
Every day is a Green day at St Mary’s. Being green is a 
way of life for our staff, our pupils and their families. We 
all have a deep appreciation of the need to protect our 
‘common home’ and conserve our natural resources in 
whatever ways we can.

Green is cool, at home, at school and around the globe!

Awarded Green Flags
2005/ 2007 / 2009 / 2011 

2013 / 2015 / 2017
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Digital Technology
St Mary’s is proud to be a the forefront of primary D.T. education and 
initiatives; having a state of the art computer suite along with the presence 
of a skilled support assistant, enabling staff and pupils to access technical 
support and guidance whenever required.  The school also recognises that in 
order to meet the D.T. needs essential nowadays for pupils to maximise their 
achievements, out children need to be able to achieve competence in a variety 
of skills.  Accordingly, the school has developed its own D.T. curriculum 
covering areas such as Scratch, Coding, BeeBot and Cybersafety along with 
all the wordprocessing and research skills.
We are constantly updating  and replenishing our D.T. resources and have a wealth of 
equipment in the school such as iPads, tablets, mini laptops, BeeBots and even a 3D printer!  
Recently we added a drone and green screen to our inventory to enable pupils to develop 
their movie making and Vlogging skills.
Among the highlights of the school year is our Digital Fair, held annually in April, which 
showcases the abundance of our school based activities and resources.  The digital school’s 
committee, made of staff, pupils and parents plays a pivotal role in organising this event and 
progressing the role of D.T. within the school overall.  Why not check our Facebook page to 
help keep you up to date and find out more. 

The School Band - Banna Ceoil
St Mary’s Banna Ceoil was set up in 2008 to provide an opportunity for students to play music together. We have grown in 
strength and numbers since then and we are very proud of our young musicians. The Banna gets together on a weekly basis and 
often performs at school events such as Open Day, Masses, assemblies, St Patrick’s Day Parade and has even been the support 
for a John Spillane concert! They have been commended in the prestigious Walton’s Music for Schools competition. Last year 
the Banna participated in a Ceolathon in conjunction with the Trim branch of Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann. We have played 
in concert with the Dublin Youth Orchestra and also with Gluais, the musical group from Scoil Mhuire. We have had violin, 
flute, tin whistle, harp, guitar, accordion and concertina players in the Banna. The school also operates a rental scheme where 
children can rent an instrument at a very affordable rate. The Banna gives the children a chance to learn a variety of musical 
genres in a fun but structured environment. Please check out our website for some musical clips!!! 

School Choir
The school puts on a musical 
every few years.  These musicals 
give girls from 5th and 6th class 
the opportunity to perform on 
stage in both main and chorus 
parts.  In the past we have 
performed ‘Follow the Yellow 
Brick Road’ and Seussical Jr which were a great success and most enjoyed by pupils. 9



Special Days at St Mary’s
Through out the school year we have many annual special events at St Mary’s. 
Some of these include: Science Day, the Book Fair, Readalong, Skipathon, Mad 
Hair Day, Mercy Day, Bun Sale, Jersey Day, Seachtaine na Gaeilge, Intercultural 
Week, Grandparents Day, Friendship Week, Maths Week, Be Healthy Week. 
Children look forward to these days each year and they provide a great 
atmosphere to work and learn in. 

Book Club
St Mary’s Book Club is open to children from fourth to sixth class.  We borrow a set of novels from Navan library and read 
them over a period of six to eight weeks.  We then meet again in the school library, to share our opinions and discuss each book.  
Anyone is welcome to join, when we are getting a new book and it is nice to chat about the different books with each other.

Focal Scoir
The object of this prospectus is to provide parents/guardians with a brief and general introduction to our school. We hope that 
it will give you some insights into life at Bunscoil Clochar Mhuire and show you something of what we strive to achieve. Feel free 
to contact us for further information. Dia Leat. (God be with you.)
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Be Active School
In 2016 St Mary’s obtained the Active Schools flag.  This flag is an 
initiative to encourage children to become more active in their daily 
lives.  Sixty minutes of physical activity every day is recommended for children.  
As a whole school, we try to give the children lots of different opportunities to 
experience a range of physical activities.  At the end of every term we go on a 
whole-school themed walk (Spooky Walk, Santa Dash and Easter March).  As 
part of being a ‘Be Active Flag School,’ we build community- school links and get 
parents involved too.  Every year, we have a ‘Be Active Week,’ which ends with 
Sports Day.  In addition we run a special ‘Be Active After Schools Programme’ 
for second class pupils.  This gives second class girls a chance to try various types 
of physical activities and encourages parents to get involved too.

Extra Curricular Activities
Physical Education plays a very important role in children’s lives at school. 
While PE contributes to a child’s social and personal development, it 
also encourages children to lead active lifestyles and develop good habits 
which we hope will continue into adulthood. 
The PE curriculum is taught during weekly PE lessons in our state of 
the art, 380sq.m hall while the 6 week aquatics programme is taught in 
the pool at nearby Aura leisure centre. GAA coaching is also provided 
to senior classes by our local club during the year as well as Irish dance 
classes during the dance module in preparation for our Céilí Mór to 
celebrate Seachtain na Gaeilge and St.Patrick’s Day..
In addition to the above PE lessons, there is a wide variety of extra-
curricular activities and sports available for our children to participate 
in during the term. These complementary activities are provided by 
teachers with some of them participating in local leagues and inter 
school games. Among these sports are rounders, football, camogie, 
soccer, athletics and olympic handball.
One of the highlights of our sporting year is the annual Sports Day held in June each year which allows the whole school 
community to enjoy sport and games in a fun and non-competitive way. This enjoyable event is held during our annual ‘Be 
Active’ week which focuses on developing and practising strategies to maintain healthy minds and bodies.
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