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A chairde,

Prayer for the start of our new school year

Lord Jesus,
I ask for help as I begin this new school year.

Allow me to experience your presence in the many blessings you put before me.
Open my eyes to the new challenges and exciting opportunities that this new school year brings.

Open my heart and mind to new friends and new teachers.
Give me a generous spirit to be enthusiastic about my studies, even when I find them difficult.

Help me to be attentive to my teachers. Let me experience your love in my new friends.
Jesus, inspire me to do my best this year! Amen.

Fáilte ar ais roimh chách (Welcome back!) I hope that you all had an enjoyable holiday and are well rested
for another fruitful year.  A special welcome is extended to all our new pupils and new staff.

We got to the end of the week, all in one piece. I just wanted to thank you all for the great cooperation,
which enabled us to have a very successful first week back.

Best of luck to the Meath Ladies Football Team on Sunday and thanks to Mary Kate Lynch and Eamon
Murray for attending our Zoom Assembly today, and answering all the hard questions from our Sixth
Classes. Eamon was here on Wednesday also when Marty Morrissey interviewed him and some more team
members. I hope that he gets a good rest now before Sunday. It may be Monday now before the photos etc.
are on our Facebook Page and School Website. The interview was on Morning Ireland this morning and we
expect to see it on the 6.00 and 9.00 RTE News tonight.

Please note that the Junior Infants finish at 12.00 noon up to and including Thursday September 12th and at
2.00 p.m. thereafter. The Language Classes finish at 12.15 up to and including today Friday 3rd September.
First Classes finish at 2.00p.m. up to and including Thursday September 10th. Pupils from Junior Infants
and First Classes will be given an appointment for Literacy and Numeracy Interviews after 12.00 on these
dates. This will allow us to build a Literacy and Numeracy Profile of classes (not pupils) at the very
beginning of the school year.

The girls in the current Third Classes will be making their First Communion on Saturday 11th September.
Details are available on the parish website under the heading 'Sacraments'.
https://www.parishoftrimandboardsmill.com/
The photographs will be taken on the Tuesday after. We are planning on doing it after mass in the Grotto on
that Tuesday. This will be confirmed closer to the time. We will see if we can organise a Covid-friendly
changing arrangement for those who wish to change. Those who wish to stay in their dresses for the day,
may.

We wish the boys, who are past pupils of our school, the very best this Saturday as they receive their First
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Eucharist.

Please note after that that the school opens at 9.20 a.m. and and 9.30 a.m., and closes at 1.50 p.m. and 2.10
p.m. for Infants and the Language Classes and 2.50/3.10 p.m. for all other children. No responsibility is
accepted for pupils arriving before these times. Parents who wish to have their children escorted home
should make their own arrangements to have them met at the school no later than 1.50/2.10 p.m. (Infants and
Language Classes) and 2.50/3.10 p.m. (others). The school cannot accept responsibility for looking after
children after their finishing time. Please note also that the school cannot release children during school
hours (e.g. for dental appointments etc.) unless they are collected and a signed release slip given to the class
teacher. Please allow the extra time that this may take. Excepting the Language Classes, please let the
teacher know, in writing, if your child goes home by bus @ 1.50/2.10 p.m.

A copy of our school Calendar will be given to the eldest child in each family next week. Many thanks to
our sponsor Ted Murtagh, Clothing and Footwear, Haggard Street, Trim. http://www.tedmurtagh.ie/
Spare copies of our calendar will be available from our sponsor during the school year, should you need a
replacement.

Please ensure that all “monies paid to the teacher” from the booklist, are paid as soon as possible. Teachers
need to buy materials now, for the coming year. Reminder letters for outstanding payments will be issued
during the first week of October. There is no problem paying by instalments, to suit you, just contact the
teacher or Helen/Rebecca in the office. Remember, we use an online banking facility available to facilitate
payments to the school. Contact Helen/Rebecca in the office for more details.

GDPR Walk: As many of you are aware, the school needs permission for photographs, to go on walks, field
trips etc. Due to current GDPR regulations, we now get these permissions at the beginning of each year.
Earlier this week, you got an email with a permission form attached. Please fill in and return immediately. If
you do not have an email address, please get one for school correspondence. While waiting for the forms,
last year’s permissions will apply. On Friday September 10th, we will be having a GDPR Walk i.e. the
whole school will go on a walk. It will not be a fundraising walk, just an occasion to help us get all our
permission forms back! Only those with permission will be able to go on the walk. There is plenty of time to
get the forms back and we will issue reminders, as we get closer to the day.

I would like to remind parents/guardians of the Voluntary Contribution (€50 per family) for the Computer
Room. Without this contribution we would not be in the fortunate position of having an up-to-date Computer
Room, I.T. Equipment and having a computer teacher (Debby), who also does repairs and technical support.
A total of €45,473 was spent on I.C.T. last year, of which €10,788 came from this voluntary contribution.
The family contribution of €50 is greatly needed and much appreciated. Please give it your full
consideration. Payments in instalments and online payments can be easily arranged. I would like to stress
again that this is voluntary. Thank you.

Please ensure that your child’s name is on his/her jacket and other items of clothing.

Text-a-Parent: The school uses text messaging to communicate with parents, as the need arises. It is
particularly useful in emergency situations or for issuing reminders. Please ensure that you nominate which
mobile number is to be used for this purpose. Failing this, the school will use the number of the
mother/guardian. If you do not have a mobile phone, please make arrangements for a friend to pass on this
information to you.

Imlitreacha (Newsletters): Weekly newsletters are usually sent out on Mondays. Being a Green School, we
issue them by email. Parents who are separated may request two copies. Contact Helen or Rebecca in the
office. Please check your email on Mondays for future communications. Hard copies of all Imlitreacha are
also on display just inside the main door.

Due to Covid concerns, swimming has been deferred until after Easter and will not take place this
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term.

Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter. I would like to wish all, big and small, a happy and
safe year.

Mise le meas

Cóilín Ó Coigligh,
Príomh Oide.

Nathanna na Seachtaine: Dia duit! / Dia 's Muire duit
Seanfhocal na Míosa: Tús maith, leath na hoibre! 

Green News

Before the summer holidays we raised our Green Flag which was awarded for our work on Global
Citizenship – Energy. It was another proud day for St Mary’s. While it is a great achievement for our school
and for the committee, we are all acutely aware that it is not about flags, badges or celebrations anymore….
The issue of climate change is a very serious matter and we all must play a part in the challenge facing
future generations. We have a long way to go before we can celebrate success in this regard.



We would encourage everyone to make at least one change to make a difference this year. This simple
change of habit could make a huge impact on sustainability. It might be a simple change like recycling, or
remembering to use a reusable shopping bag or coffee cup, switching off appliances, or charging devices,
taps, lights, or using lunch boxes instead of cling film or foil etc.  As children are so resourceful and
naturally creative, we would encourage them to submit ideas to our ‘One good idea box’ in our Green area at
school. We’ll keep you posted through our Green Blog and together we will make a concerted effort this
year. The children are wonderful at reminding us to do the right thing in this regard. Remember ‘When
adults change, everything changes!’ (Paul Dix)
 
Recycling continues at St Marys. We accept cans, small plastic bottles, toilet rolls, mobile phones, batteries,
ink cartridges, postage stamps and candles. We have found charities who benefit from these recyclables.
WOW will restart this week. Meet up at the Matchbox or at Mornington Heights Carpark at 9 am.
 
We look forward to a great year ahead. Over the year we will be concentrating on our new theme Global
Citizenship – Marine. More about this later.
 

Remember ‘Think Green at home and at school’

Community Notices




