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2nd November, 2021

A chairde,

I would like to extend a warm welcome back to all staff and students. I hope that everyone had an enjoyable
Mid-Term.

As you are no doubt aware, the rules around Covid cases in school have changed. In future, if a case is
reported in a class, children who do not have symptoms may still come to school. I will continue to let those
classes concerned know, so that parents/guardians can watch for symptoms. The usual advice applies in the
case of symptoms, please contact your GP for advice. Whereas, many children are asymptomatic or have
mild symptoms, they may still transmit the virus, so we all still need to be vigilant. We still need to keep up
our efforts in hand-washing, mask wearing and maintaining social distance. We have larger numbers
congregating outside the gates in the mornings, than we had at the beginning of the school year. Please
remind your child not to stand in groups while waiting and be mindful yourself of social distance and mask
wearing, if you are with them. If possible, do not arrive too early, as this adds to the amount of congregating.
We are most grateful for the cooperation we have received from you all. Please continue to do so. Thanks.

Application for enrollment forms are available now on our website www.stmarystrim.ie. Please note that
this is just a one page form to be returned with a birth cert. Enrollment offers will be made at the beginning
of February and more detailed enrollment forms will be issued then. Thus, we will not be gathering personal
details, at this stage, that may not be required should a parent decide not to send their child to St Mary’s or
should a place not be offered.

Parent/Teacher Meetings
Parent-Teacher Meetings will take place on Tuesday November 16th and Thursday November 18th. The link
for appointment slots will be sent tomorrow, Wednesday. Please complete as soon as you can. Meetings will
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be on Google Meet or by phone. Due to Covid, they will not be face-to-face. There is a phone facility
available through Google Meet, in case we have technical issues.

Mobile phones
Mobile phones are not to be used by pupils during school hours and are to be turned off on entering the
school grounds. If a phone is switched on, it will be confiscated and returned in person only to
parents/guardians.

“If it’s out, it’s on.  If it’s on it’s gone!”
The use of phones to take photographs or videos is strictly forbidden and will incur penalties up to and
including suspension.

Annual School Book Fair
As I explained in yesterday’s email, it will be online this year. I understand that the attachment did not open,
so we will wait until Monday November 8th to start and I will send a new attachment before then.

We remember in a special way this November all those people from our school community who have died
since this time last year.

Remember them O Lord who in your peace have died
Oh May we share eternal day with them in Heaven above

Mise le meas

Cóilín Ó Coigligh,
Príomh Oide.



Nath na Seachtaine: Is cuimhin liom ….I remember
Seanfhocal na Míosa: Is glas iad na cnoic i bhfad uainn

Green News

Our COW (Cycling on Wednesday) campaign is taking a break for now as the weather is colder and the
mornings are darker. Thank you to all who participated so enthusiastically over the past few weeks. Maith
sibh! We will resume in the spring.

We trust that recycling is going well at home as our school-based recycling cannot resume yet. Remember
soft plastics are now recyclable in your recycling bins.

The Shoe store Schuh has launched a footwear recycling program entitled “Sell your soles”. They will
reward anyone who recycles a pair of unwanted shoes (purchased anywhere) once they are still in a decent
condition, with a 5 euro voucher.

Our Green Flag theme is Global Citizenship -  Marine. We all have a role to play in protecting marine
biodiversity. It starts at home. You might even get to visit a beach over the mid-term break. Take some time
to appreciate its natural beauty and notice its biodiversity.

We have signed up for the One Million Trees campaign. This initiative aims to plant over one million trees
in Africa and Ireland through this project, to play our part to combat climate change. Irish schools will be
planting on or around on Friday, December 3rd next- and at the same time we are aiming to plant 25,000 tree
seedlings on a single day in Malawi, Mozambique, and Zambia. The importance of forests and how they
support communities, livelihoods and are essential to our survival has been the topic of today’s COP26
deliberations and pledges. The Climate Change Summit COP26 is happening over the next 2 weeks in
Glasgow. We have much to learn and much to do to save our planet. Stay tuned!

In case some of you haven't had a chance to view this lovely programme about trees, we will attach the link
again. Be sure to check it out:

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x84qrz4
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St Mary’s Parents Association

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysparentsassoc/

Dear Parent/Guardian,

This year we are participating in the Christmas Cards for Schools Project which will raise much
needed funds for our school.  If your child  designed a unique Christmas card,  they will bring their
free sample card home tomorrow.  If you wish to purchase, the cards will come in packs of 10 and will
be packaged in a cellophane wrap and come with 10 envelopes.

The cost of the pack of 10 cards is €8. You may purchase as many packs as you like.

We are asking you for your support in this venture.  All you need to do is buy your child’s Christmas
Cards to help us in our fundraising activities.

The purchase of cards can be done online, the school will send you a payment link through Aladdin. If
you wish to purchase one pack it will cost €8. 2 packs will cost €16, 3 packs will cost €24 and so
on………….

ALL ORDERS MUST BE PLACED ON OR BEFORE 11TH NOVEMBER

There is a box on the payment link which you must fill in with the following details:

IN THE BOX:

Please enter the STUDENT CODE which is on the top left hand corner at the back of the card.

Your CHILD'S NAME.

CORRECTIONS: if there are any errors in your child's name on the card, please enter the correct
name.

Yours sincerely

Caroline Smith
Chairperson
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Community Notices

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B6zXb2mE-qG-MPAFZcKXrmoH4lSnvc6Pf7YOPqSI-kI/edit#bookmark=id.30j0zll

