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November is the month for remembering those who have died. We think especially of
Adam. Wieczny odpoczynek racz mu dac Panie, a swiatlosc wiekuista niechaj mu swieci,

niech odpoczywa w pokoju wiecznym, Amen. May he and all the souls of the faithful
departed rest in peace.

A chairde,

We currently have five confirmed cases of Covid, in our school, three in Room 18 and two in Room 26. The
advice is that the other children continue to come to school, unless they display symptoms. Please contact
your GP if your child, in any class, displays symptoms. Below is further advice from “gov.ie”:
gov.ie Advice for Parents

Attached is a letter from the HSE regarding the Influenza Vaccination Campaign 2021/2022.
https://www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/correspondence/flu-school-letter-eng.pdf

Parent/Teacher Meetings
Parent-Teacher Meetings will take place on Tuesday November 16th and Thursday November 18th. The link
for appointment slots was sent last week. Please complete it as soon as you can. Meetings will be on Google
Meet, Zoom or by phone. Due to Covid, they will not be face-to-face. There is a phone facility available
through Google Meet and Zoom in case we have technical issues. Please note that Junior Infants have their
meetings in February. Room 27 meetings have been postponed until further notice.

Join Our Boys Fundraiser
The Join Our Boys Fundraiser which we held before the Halloween Break was a huge success. A heartfelt
thank you to everyone for your unbelievable generosity. Our school raised €1564.20 that day. Together with
the Boys’ School we made a very significant contribution to the special house for the Naughton Boys. Their
Mom, Paula, was overwhelmed and will be in touch with you all soon. The boys who all have Duchenne’s
Muscular Dystrophy hope to move into their special house very soon. This house will be used for other
families in time. Thank you all again.

mailto:office@stmarystrim.ie
http://www.stmarystrim.ie
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a04fc-advice-for-students-and-their-families/#health-advice-for-parents
https://www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/correspondence/flu-school-letter-eng.pdf


Mobile phones
Mobile phones are not to be used by pupils during school hours and are to be turned off on entering the
school grounds. If a phone is switched on, it will be confiscated and returned in person only to
parents/guardians.

“If it’s out, it’s on.  If it’s on it’s gone!”

The use of phones to take photographs or videos is strictly forbidden and will incur penalties up to and
including suspension.

Christmas Shoe Box Appeal
Team Hope, also known as the Christmas ShoeBox Appeal, is underway in St. Mary's Primary School.
Team Hope is an Irish, Christian, International Development Charity working to help children affected by
poverty in Eastern Europe and Africa. Every year with your help the Christmas Shoe Box Appeal sends
thousands of gift filled shoe boxes to children in these countries.
Thank you to the many pupils and their families who have already made a box of love and brought it to
school. The deadline for this project is Monday 8th November, however we will extend it to Thursday 11th
November 2021. Thank you for your support with this project. Leaflets available at school. Ask your
teacher.
Fiona O'Brien

DT (Digital Technology) News: Exciting times for the computer room - we now have a full set of brand
new monitors to suit our new chromeboxes. The internet was sorted out at the end of the last year so lessons
are progressing well. Senior Infants are getting to use the BeeBots and I have put together some mats which
are going down a treat - snakes and ladders has become really popular! However, this week in computers
1st and 2nd class students will continue to work on their logging in skills and typing skills. They have been
learning how to change their font and font size, using Bold and underline and generally finding their way
around a keyboard. As you will all be aware keyboards are not designed for littlies so while they are learning
their capital letters in the classroom they are now well on the way to identifying them on the keyboard. 3rd
and 4th classes will begin to work with Slides this week in their computer lessons. We will learn how to
correctly put a presentation together using suitable backgrounds, animations and graphics. 5th class will
continue to work on their ‘Famous women in History’ projects - they had the lesson on the difference
between docs and slides last week and are touching up their projects to turn in to the teacher this week. 6th
class will work on their radio advert this week. I am currently looking at what software will work with the
chromeboxes as we had a small issue using Audacity (it was not developed for this environment). I hope to
get the girls started on their ideas for a podcast this week so watch this space.

Debby Walsh

Application for enrollment forms are available now on our website www.stmarystrim.ie. Please note that
this is just a one page form to be returned with a birth cert. Enrollment offers will be made at the beginning
of February and more detailed enrollment forms will be issued then. Thus, we will not be gathering personal
details, at this stage, that may not be required should a parent decide not to send their child to St Mary’s or
should a place not be offered.

Mise le meas

Cóilín Ó Coigligh,
Príomh Oide.

http://www.stmarystrim.ie


Nath na Seachtaine: Rinne me dearmad….I forgot
Seanfhocal na Míosa: Is glas iad na cnoic i bhfad uainn

Green News

Climate Change is happening
We must stop it now

Listen up people,
We will show you how!

The chant above was what we at St Mary’s chanted two years ago as we marched around
Trim and expressed our concerns about Climate Change. Antonio Guterres, the secretary
general of the UN spoke at COP26 said in relation to Climate Change, ‘either we stop it or it
stops us!’
He went on to say, ‘Our planet is changing before our eyes - from the ocean depths to
mountain tops: from melting glaciers to relentless extreme weather events. Sea-level rise is
double the rate it was 30 years ago. Oceans are hotter than ever - getting warmer faster. Parts
of the Amazon Rainforest now emit more carbon than they absorb.’

Although Ireland is a small country, our greenhouse emissions are among the highest in
Europe. Every nation must try to reduce these emissions to achieve a significant result.
We need communities and policies to work towards this together.
Here at St Mary's and everyone at home can make an effort to recycle, reuse and reduce
waste. Walk and cycle more. Conserve energy and water. We must think before we act!

Our Green Flag theme is Global Citizenship - Marine. We all have a role to play in
protecting marine biodiversity. The classes will be working further on this theme during the
year.



In case you didn’t read this last week, we have signed up for the One Million Trees
campaign. This initiative aims to plant over one million trees in Africa and Ireland through
this project, to play our part to combat climate change. Irish schools will be planting on or
around on Friday, December 3rd next- and at the same time we are aiming to plant 25,000
tree seedlings on a single day in Malawi, Mozambique, and Zambia. The importance of
forests and how they support communities, livelihoods and are essential to our survival has
been the topic of today’s COP26 deliberations and pledges. The Climate Change Summit
COP26 is happening over the next 2 weeks in Glasgow. We have much to learn and much to
do to save our planet. Stay tuned!

In case some of you haven't had a chance to view this lovely programme about trees, we will
attach the link again. Be sure to check it out:

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x84qrz4

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x84qrz4


St Mary’s Parents Association

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysparentsassoc/

Dear Parent/Guardian,

This year we are participating in the Christmas Cards for Schools Project which will raise much
needed funds for our school.  If your child  designed a unique Christmas card,  they brought their free
sample card home last week.  If you wish to purchase, the cards will come in packs of 10 and will be
packaged in a cellophane wrap and come with 10 envelopes.

The cost of the pack of 10 cards is €8. You may purchase as many packs as you like.

We are asking you for your support in this venture.  All you need to do is buy your child’s Christmas
Cards to help us in our fundraising activities.

The purchase of cards can be done online, the school will send you a payment link through Aladdin. If
you wish to purchase one pack it will cost €8. 2 packs will cost €16, 3 packs will cost €24 and so
on………….

ALL ORDERS MUST BE PLACED ON OR BEFORE 11TH NOVEMBER

There is a box on the payment link which you must fill in with the following details:

IN THE BOX:

Please enter the STUDENT CODE which is on the top left hand corner at the back of the card.

Your CHILD'S NAME.

CORRECTIONS: if there are any errors in your child's name on the card, please enter the correct
name.

Yours sincerely

Caroline Smith
Chairperson

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysparentsassoc/


Community Notices

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B6zXb2mE-qG-MPAFZcKXrmoH4lSnvc6Pf7YOPqSI-kI/edit#bookmark=id.30j0zll

