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November is the month for remembering those who have died. We think of all our loved
ones we have lost. We remember especially our friend, Adam. Wieczny odpoczynek racz

mu dac Panie, a swiatlosc wiekuista niechaj mu swieci, niech odpoczywa w pokoju
wiecznym, Amen. May he and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace.

15th November, 2021

A chairde,

Parent/Teacher Meetings
We are all looking forward to the Parent-Teacher Meetings that will take place on Tuesday November 16th

and Thursday November 18th. The link for appointment slots was sent last week. Please contact the teacher
immediately, if you do not have confirmation of a day and time. Meetings will be on Google Meet, Zoom or
by phone. Due to Covid, they will not be face-to-face. There is a phone facility available through Google
Meet and Zoom in case we have technical issues, and I understand that the teachers who are not using
Google Meet/Zoom will phone you  at the appointed time also. Keep an eye out for “Private Number”.

Our aim is to promote respectful, dignified dialogue and communication between staff and
parents/guardians. Please be mindful of this and also not to go over the time, as this may create difficulties
with the next appointments, as well as with meetings for siblings.

Please note that Junior Infants have their meetings in February. Room 27 meetings have been postponed
until further notice.

Covid and Substitute Teachers: As you may be aware, there are not enough substitute teachers available in
primary schools to cover the increased demand due to Covid. There have been days in the past month, when
we needed up to seven substitutes. In the scenario where a teacher for a mainstream class cannot be sourced,
we have had to ask one of our Additional Educational Needs (AEN) teachers. We have to do this because we
can no longer split classes and put pupils into other classrooms, due to Covid. This is not satisfactory. We
are not happy with this arrangement. It was not our practice to do this, pre-Covid. Many days last week, we
were unable to source substitute teachers and had to ask AEN teachers to cover mainstream or had nobody
to cover AEN teachers. We are concerned that if we cannot source teachers and there are not enough AEN
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teachers to cover a mainstream class, we will have to send that class home. Due to the number of AEN
teachers that we have, this is unlikely, but I do need to inform you that it is a possibility.

Currently, we have at least one confirmed case of Covid in Rooms 2, 12, and 23. There are close contacts in
Room 17. Please continue with mitigations, and while numbers are high, reduce your children's social
contacts. Do not send your children to school if they have any symptoms and contact your GP for advice.
This will reduce the number of cases in our school and also reduce the number of substitute teachers
required. Please also continue to contact us, preferably on our Covid Phone: 087-3223206. Thank you to all
the parents/guardians who have done so to date.

At our staff meeting last week, concern was expressed at the amount of teaching time that is being lost due
to children arriving late and leaving early. The school had made some arrangements, in the past, to facilitate
parents/guardians with the difficulties that two drop-off and two collection times was causing. This had been
a small number but this year this number has increased greatly. As the split day is likely to continue for
some time, we now have to revert to the original arrangement: agreement in writing from me will be sought
after we return following Christmas vacation. We are allowing this time to enable parents/guardians, where
necessary, to make alternative arrangements. We also hope to have other measures in place for that small
group of pupils, so that they can make up, at home, the time lost. We will also be contacting the Department
of Education for further guidance and will communicate this to you in due course.
We understand that the split day has created difficulties, but what is happening now with late drops-off and
early collections, is creating an inordinate loss of teaching time, teaching time which is already affected by
extra hand washing and hand sanitization. We appreciate your understanding and cooperation.

Christmas Shoe Box Appeal
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7CRaBDPI1wU

Thank you to the many pupils and their families who made up a box of love and brought it to school. Thank
you for your support with this project and indeed with all the fundraising initiatives we engage in at St
Marys.

St Mary’s Book Fair Reminder
We've gone virtual this year but that doesn't mean we can't still have a fabulous bookfair and make sure you all get some
great new books to read on these cold dark evenings. This email contains a very small selection of books available so feel
free to browse our website or pop into the shop.

Every purchase made until Sunday 21st November will count towards the bookfair and the school will receive 20% of the
total sales in credit to buy new books for the school. You will also be entered into a draw to win a €50 voucher (there are
three available) so it's a great way to support your school, encourage reading and hopefully win a voucher for yourself.
Feel free to pass this email on to family and friends.

To make sure your order is included in the bookfair sales, either mention in store that your purchase is to support St.
Mary's Bookfair or if shopping on our website www.antoniasbookstore.com please mention in the notes box on the
checkout page that you would like your order to support St. Mary's Bookfair.

At the checkout page you can either

(a) pay €2.95 to get your order posted anywhere in Ireland,

(b) select Shop Pickup and we&#39;ll text you when your order is ready to be collected, or

(c) if you'd like us to drop your order to St. Mary's Trim, select shop pickup (so you’re not charged for postage) and in the
notes box as well as mentioning St. Mary's Bookfair let us know you would like it delivered and the child's name and room

number.

Happy Shopping and Reading!

Antonia's Bookstore,

Navangate, Trim

Tel: +353 (0)46-9437532

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7CRaBDPI1wU
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Christmas Annuals: Orders for the Christmas Annuals this year will be online. We are sending the link
today. The cost of the Annual is €4.00. All orders must be placed by Tuesday 23rd November. Annuals will
be given out the following week.

Junior & Senior Infant classes will receive the Carnival with a free pencil.

First & Second Classes will receive a Fairground with a free pencil.

Third and Fourth Classes will receive a Parade with a free pencil.

Fifth & Sixth Classes will receive a Festival with a free pencil.

Helen

Dea Nuacht!

We congratulate our friend and role model, Mary Kate Lynch on her wonderful All Star award. How proud
we all were to see the Meath Ladies receiving the majority of the awards at the weekend. An Mhí Abú!

HomeWork Club
Homework club is not on tomorrow Tuesday 16th or Thursday 18th to facilitate Parent Teacher Meetings.



Application for enrollment forms are available now on our website www.stmarystrim.ie. Please note that
this is just a one page form to be returned with a birth cert. Enrollment offers will be made at the beginning
of February and more detailed enrollment forms will be issued then. Thus, we will not be gathering personal
details, at this stage, that may not be required should a parent decide not to send their child to St Mary’s or
should a place not be offered.

Mise le meas

Cóilín Ó Coigligh,
Príomh Oide.

Nath na Seachtaine: Cé leis é? Is liomsa é! / Ní liomsa é
Seanfhocal na Míosa: Is glas iad na cnoic i bhfad uainn
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Green News

Climate Change is happening
We must stop it now

Listen up people,
We will show you how!

An agreement was reached in Glasgow at COP26 but many activists like Greta Thunberg are
skeptical about the pledges made and whether they are enough to achieve the targets set in the Paris
agreement and whether they will keep us under the threshold of 1.5 degrees of warming. Leaders of
wealthier countries have been criticised for failing to protect the most vulnerable nations who are
affected by Climate change. A last minute disappointing compromise to change the wording on the
use of unabated coal from ‘phase out’ to ‘phase down’ weakens the commitment to getting rid of
coal.

It is we, the ordinary people who will have to keep our campaigns going and try even harder to
make a difference. If everyone makes a little effort it will bring about a bigger change. It reminds us
again of the Hummingbird fable: The little Hummingbird didn’t just stand by and let the forest fire
burn….it did its best to try to help. Have another look!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LLNkYKTTrtU&feature=youtu.be

Let’s be like the little hummingbird and do our bit!

Here at St Mary’s we will continue to try to conserve energy and water whenever we can. We will
recycle in our homes for now and we will resume our school recycling as soon as it is safe to do so.
We will walk and cycle when the weather is suitable to do so.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LLNkYKTTrtU&feature=youtu.be


Our tree planting initiative will begin in December. This is part of the One Million Trees
campaign. This nationwide initiative aims to plant over one million trees in Africa and Ireland
through this project. Each Year group at St Mary’s will plant a tree. We have some lovely trees
around our school which are looking beautiful at the moment before they shed their remaining
leaves. We have a few tree huggers too!

We have signed up for the Picker Pals programme. Room 9 will be involved initially. Picker Pals is
an environmental programme that inspires primary school children to care for their local
environment by going on litter-picking adventures, motivated by the Picker Pals song and story
world. We will have more details about this soon.

We would like to congratulate Brian Heffernan and the Trim Tidy Towns committee on their great
achievement of striking gold again this year and being 3 marks of the top category, seemingly our
best result since 1984. The committee works relentlessly and passionately all year to keep Trim tidy.
We can all play our part and take pride in our beautiful historic town.

Global Citizenship - Marine is our Green Flag theme. Remember the oceans cover over 70% of the
earth and whether we live on the coast or inland we all depend on the ocean, the products and the
services it provides. We need to protect it!

Being Green is a must at home and at school!


