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A chairde,

I have attached some guidance on the wearing of face masks. For the safety of fellow pupils and
staff, we are encouraging the wearing of face masks, especially in classes 3-6. We are grateful for
the overall co-operation with the various Covid measures, the school has received to date, from
the pupils and parent body. We did not issue the Department of Education directive last week, as
I felt that it did not acknowledge this spirit of partnership and cooperation. Notwithstanding this,
the DE has adopted NPHET recommendations “to protect the health and safety of the school
community as a whole, that they are consistent with national health policy put in place by
Government and that they should be followed.” This is a temporary public health measure. The
clarification below was issued to schools today:

The following categories of children are exempt on medical grounds from wearing  face
masks/coverings; the categories include:

· any pupil with difficulty breathing or other relevant medical conditions

· any pupil who is unable to remove the cloth face mask/covering or visor without
assistance

· any pupil who has special needs and who may feel upset or very uncomfortable wearing
the cloth face mask/covering or visor, for example pupils with intellectual or



developmental disabilities, mental health conditions, sensory concerns or tactile
sensitivity.

It should also be noted that where a school is aware, having consulted with the
parent/guardian that a child’s needs are such that mask-wearing is not appropriate, no
medical certification is needed.

Please consult with us if any of the above applies to your child/ren. Thanks.

I am also asking parents/guardians to consult directly with me regarding pupils coming to
school at a later time and finishing at an earlier time. After Christmas, an email from the
office will be needed stating that this arrangement has been agreed. As this could be a long
term arrangement and due to the loss of teaching time, work will be allocated to make up this
time also. I understand that the split day causes great difficulties for some and hope to make
exact arrangements with those concerned, as what is happening at the moment is not
sustainable. Please also note, that the arrangement for buses is that the 3.10 finishers will be
released @ 3.00 to fit in with St Michael’s arrangements. No email is needed for this. It is
sufficient that the class teacher has been informed who is going home by bus, at this time.

St Vincent de Paul Envelope Appeal
The Society of St Vincent de Paul is holding its Christmas envelope collection next
weekend and will collect any donations at the Church doors. If you haven’t received an
envelope and would like to contribute, you may collect one at the Parochial house or use
your own envelope. Every year the SVP assists families who are in dire circumstances
and with the help of the generosity of the community enable them to celebrate Christmas.

This week’s Assembly will be at 9.45 on Friday, It will be done by Mrs Nally and the Green Flag
committee. I will send the link on Thursday.

Please note that the school has a Facebook page which is closed and well secured. Feel free to
join us at Saint Mary’s Convent Primary School, Trim, County Meath. You will need to enter
your full email address and the room number of your child. The protocols for our group are as
follows;

1. No negative comments.
2. No inappropriate content.
3. No advertising.
4. Parents may not ‘tag’ their children.
5. The school has the right to delete any comments that we wish for any reason e.g a long

conversation on a post which may not be particularly relevant.

Christmas Masses

Please consult the parish website for details about the Christmas Masses this year.
www.parishoftrimandboardsmill.com.

http://www.parishoftrimandboardsmill.com


Christmas Annuals: We have a limited supply of Annuals, available for Junior & Senior Infant
classes, First & Second Classes and Fifth & Sixth Classes. The cost of the annuals is €4.00 each.
If you wish to purchase one for your child please send in the €4 in an envelope (marked
Annual),to the class teacher.  When they’re gone they’re gone.                                              Helen

Homework Club: No Homework club this week. We will resume in January.Thanks to everyone
for their attendance so far! Have a great Christmas!

Mr. Casey /Ms Murtagh

Free Active Advent Calendar: https://imoves.cmail19.com/t/r-l-trdyqjt-oujhtktvl-r/

Mrs Dixon

DT News: Another week of all things Christmas. 1st and 2nd classes will complete their letters
to Santa and insert some lovely clipart to make these letters even more festive. 3rd to 6th classes
will complete their Slide presentations - I will be teaching and going over how to animate slides
and objects. Once these presentations are complete I hope to be able to encourage students to
present them to the class.

Below are some links to Christmas games for all ages. These might help to entertain students on
these cold bleak nights.

https://www.safekidgames.com/santa-girl-runner/
https://www.primarygames.com/holidays/christmas/games.php
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/christmas/ChristmasGames.aspx
https://www.squiglysplayhouse.com/Games/GameIndexes/Holiday-Games.php

Ms Debby

Application for Enrolment Forms for next year are now available on our website (under
“Forms”) or through this link
https://stmarystrim.ie/wp-content/plugins/smart-slideshow-widget/2020/10/Application-for-enrol
ment-and-enrolment-policy-to-email-2-1.pdf
Please return by email or post in preference to hand delivery.

Mise le meas

Cóilín Ó Coigligh,
Príomh Oide.

Nath na Seachtaine: Cén aois thú? Tá mé _______ bliana d’aois (ceithre – sé); Tá mé
_______ mbliana d’aois (seacht – deich); Tá mé aon/dhá bhliain déag d’aois; Tá mé trí
bliana déag d’aois.

Seanfhocal na Míosa: Níl aon tinteán mar do thinteán féin. (There’s no place like home!)

https://imoves.cmail19.com/t/r-l-trdyqjt-oujhtktvl-r/
https://stmarystrim.ie/wp-content/plugins/smart-slideshow-widget/2020/10/Application-for-enrolment-and-enrolment-policy-to-email-2-1.pdf
https://stmarystrim.ie/wp-content/plugins/smart-slideshow-widget/2020/10/Application-for-enrolment-and-enrolment-policy-to-email-2-1.pdf


Green News

Our Green Flag theme is Global Citizenship - Marine. Some classes are working on
posters relating to how we would like to see our oceans in the future. ‘Our Ocean, Our
Plan’ Marine Spatial Planning Competition 2021. This was one of the hot topics at
COP26 a few weeks ago.

Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) is a new way of looking at how we use the marine area
and planning how best to use it in the future. The National Marine Framework will try to
balance the different demands for using the sea including the need to protect the marine
environment. It's about planning when and where human activities take place at sea.

So how do you think our oceans should be used in the future?

● Do you envisage more recreation – more swimming, paddle boarding and surfing?
● Do you think we should harness the ocean’s energy and create electricity from

waves?
● Do you think we could create more tourism around our seas?
● Should there be more fishing, using bigger boats, or less fishing, and smaller

boats?
● What issues do you feel are important to our oceans, like coastal communities,

protecting native animals, and marine litter.
● What can you do?



The small choices we make as consumers every day can make a big impact on the planet
and our community. We hope Recycling is going well at home. We would like to be able
to offer you the chance to recycle items at school but at the moment it is not possible.
Remember soft plastics are now recyclable.

Whether it’s in our kitchens, or at work, single-use plastics such as sandwich bags or
plastic bottles are conveniently chosen instead of a more sustainable option. This may
also happen in the gifts we choose to give the people we love. Why not try to think green
and opt for a sustainable gift this Christmas!

Trim Tidy Towns committee has organised a donation of fruit trees for our school. We are
indebted to Brian and his Committee for always encouraging us and promoting
sustainability and pride in our environment.



Community Notices

https://www.orienteering.ie/fixtures/trim-heritage-town/?fbclid=IwAR0gueWz39GEZXS6r
WB6ovDg0GY9S6TOSG_Dx8fT-owPRnkmpWnxvOH_A20

https://www.orienteering.ie/fixtures/trim-heritage-town/?fbclid=IwAR0gueWz39GEZXS6rWB6ovDg0GY9S6TOSG_Dx8fT-owPRnkmpWnxvOH_A20
https://www.orienteering.ie/fixtures/trim-heritage-town/?fbclid=IwAR0gueWz39GEZXS6rWB6ovDg0GY9S6TOSG_Dx8fT-owPRnkmpWnxvOH_A20

