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Four of St Mary’s pupils, Paulina, Maja, Zuzanna and Anna served Mass on Gaudete Sunday.
Paulina is lighting the Pink candle and Fr Paul is wearing the special vestments for the day.

A Chairde,

Christmas Fun Day will be on tomorrow Thursday-all day! Children may wear a Christmas

jumper or Christmas Costume. Staff will no doubt surprise us with their creativity also! The big

break will be extended by 10 minutes and the day will focus on fun seasonal activities. Thanks to

our Parents’ Association for organising the Panto and some treats for the children (see below).

Thanks to our Board of Management for organising a treat for the staff. We hope to shake the

Covid cobwebs away, just for one day and bring some extra fun to our school.



As you may be aware, the school has a long history of involvement in various initiatives: Green

Schools: Digital Schools, Be Active Schools; Healthy Schools and Gaelbhratach. We have

committees for all the above that include staff, pupils and parents/guardians. If you are interested

in joining any of these committees please email office@stmarystrim.ie for further information.

Thanks.

Yesterday we had our validation visit for Digital Schools of Distinction. It was a very positive

experience. We do take a lot of what we do in the digital space for granted, but it was all

recognised and acknowledged yesterday. To be described as an "Elite Digital School" was very

encouraging. Thanks to all who have helped in any way, big or small over many years, in

particular all  the various members of the Digital Schools Committees. Dia libh ar fad.

Christmas Panto: Our thanks to Trim Credit Union who sponsored the Helix Panto

Little Red Riding Hood for the whole school, this year. It will be about 75 minutes long

and different classes can watch it at different times tomorrow and any day after that also.

Thanks also to our Parents’ Association for coming up with the idea, and for providing

snacks on the day. Yes, you read it correctly, we still have a Parents’ Association and they

are still very active. If you would like to give a hand, do contact them on their Facebook

page or through the school office.

Christmas Assembly:

Pupils from Rooms 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 23 and 24 will present a Christmas Assembly to get you

all into the spirit! Feel free to sing along from home! We will be fundraising for our usual

local causes again this year. It will be a “virtual bucket” via a text link sent by the school.

The charities are Trim St Vincent De Paul and Trim Meals on Wheels. Donations will be

accepted, even if you cannot attend the Christmas Assembly. The link will be sent

tomorrow and this time we will be asking you to share it with family and friends.

Covid: It is still a requirement to fill in the Return to School Declaration Form after your

child is absent for any reason, not just Covid. Forms are on our website under “The

Office/Oifig” and “Return to School Declaration Forms”. Select the relevant class and it

will be emailed directly to the teacher.

mailto:office@stmarystrim.ie


Reminder: Please contact me if you wish to discuss an arrangement to have your child

come to school late or leave early, due to the split day, currently in operation. The

teachers will only be facilitating arrangements they get from me in writing, once we

return after the Christmas holidays.

Zoom Open Day: will be on Thursday January 13th @ 11.00. We will have a 3-D tour of

the school preceded by a short talk and question time. You are all welcome. A link will be

sent to those who have submitted enrolment applications and also to those who request by

email to office@stmarystrim.ie Please spread the word.

BOM Agreed Report

The Board of Management met on Tuesday 30th November where the following was discussed:
● Applications for unpaid leave granted
● Date for First Holy Communion to be announced in January
● Extension update - Building has commenced
● All-Weather Pitch update - Snags will be completed during the Christmas holidays
● External Doors update - Due to commence during the Easter holidays
● Vote of thanks to ISM for their continued efforts
● BOM support compliance with new DES Circular regarding wearing of face masks
● Fr. Paul commended the wonderful assembly with Mrs Nally for Remembrance Month

and also thanked the teachers for their great work in preparation for First Communion
and Confirmation

Annual Policy Review:
- Respect and Dignity at Work - Approved by BOM
- Credit Card Policy - Approved by BOM
- Administration and Storage of Medicines - Reviewed unchanged
- Long Term Leave Policy - Reviewed unchanged
- Job-Sharing Policy - Reviewed unchanged
- Child Safety Statement - Amended
- Critical Incidents - Amended
- Code of Behaviour - Reviewed unchanged
- Professional Development - Amended
- Anti-Bullying Policy - Reviewed unchanged
- Admissions Policy - Reviewed unchanged
- Substance Misuse Policy - Reviewed unchanged

Ms Coakley

Board Member
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DT News: With Christmas almost upon us and students having worked so hard over this past

term I will be giving them all a break this week. Links to Christmas websites will be made

available and visits to the North Pole can be done by all who venture down to the computer

room. I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy Christmas and a peaceful

New Year.  Great things will happen in the computer room in the new year, so watch this space.

Ms Debby

Application for Enrolment Forms for next year are now available on our website (under

“Forms”) or through this link

https://stmarystrim.ie/wp-content/plugins/smart-slideshow-widget/2020/10/Application-for-enrol

ment-and-enrolment-policy-to-email-2-1.pdf

Please return by email or post in preference to hand delivery.

Mise le meas

Cóilín Ó Coigligh,
Príomh Oide.

Nath na Seachtaine: Nollaig Shona duit/daoibh

Seanfhocal na Míosa: Níl aon tinteán mar do thinteán féin. (There’s no place like home!)

Green News

We have almost made it through another year! While it is good to reflect on the time

that has passed, it’s also a great opportunity to get excited about the prospects of a

fresh start. We can make 2022 a really good green year with a new determined effort

to tackle climate change in our own lives.

https://stmarystrim.ie/wp-content/plugins/smart-slideshow-widget/2020/10/Application-for-enrolment-and-enrolment-policy-to-email-2-1.pdf
https://stmarystrim.ie/wp-content/plugins/smart-slideshow-widget/2020/10/Application-for-enrolment-and-enrolment-policy-to-email-2-1.pdf


Our Green Flag theme is Global Citizenship - Marine. Well done to the classes who took

part in the poster competition relating to how we would like to see our oceans used in the

future. ‘Our Ocean, Our Plan’ Marine Spatial Planning Competition 2021.

Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) is a new way of looking at how we use the marine area

and planning how best to use it in the future.

We hope Recycling is going well at home. We would like to be able to offer you the

chance to recycle items at school but at the moment it is not possible. Remember soft

plastics are now recyclable. Watch out for ways to recycle wrapping at Christmas and to

avoid waste.

Whether it’s in our kitchens, or at work, single-use plastics such as sandwich bags or

plastic bottles are conveniently chosen instead of a more sustainable option. This may

also happen in the gifts we choose to give the people we love. Why not try to think green

and opt for a sustainable gift this Christmas!

Here are some sustainable ideas for 2022. Have a look and see if you can incorporate

some into your own life:

 Create less waste
This is a simple idea that has the potential to truly transform the way that you live.

 

 Spend more time in nature
This is good for the planet and your health too! Spending more time in nature will really
help you find balance and ease in a new way. Just think, long before cities and brick
buildings humans were immersed in nature all the time! Make the resolution to step away
from your screen time and spend more time outside every day.

 Learn more about your impact
Getting educated is the best way to make informed choices moving forward. We all
learned a bit more about the severity of the climate crisis this past year — take it one step
further and commit to learning more about your part in climate change.

 Advocate for change
2022 might be the year to start vocalizing what you have learned with your community



and beyond about how to live sustainably in a consumerist society to get your thinking on
the right track.

 Get rid of the things you don’t need
Downsizing is never a bad thing. We all have way too much ‘stuff’ that could be better
off in the hands of someone who could make use of it. This resolution could also leave
you with a bit of extra cash in your pocket. Consider donating items you don’t need or
use anymore.

 Adopt a plant-based diet
Eating less meat has been proven time and time again to be one of the most effective
ways to reduce your carbon footprint as an individual. It’s good for the environment, the
lives of animals, and for your health. Not sure if 100% plant-based or vegan is for you?
Why not consider trying a flexitarian diet to start!

 Slow down and stress less
The more intentional you are about the way you live, the more sustainable you will
become. It’s just sort of the way things go. Caring for yourself and slowing down will
have a bit impact on your perspective of the world and what is important to you. This
resolution is a great one for those who often feel burnt out or that there is never a moment
in the day to take for themselves.

 Stop buying plastic
This is a big resolution that will take some time to accomplish. It isn’t practical to assume
you can simply avoid plastics altogether, but there are definitely ways to start working
towards it. Why not start small in the kitchen. Learn how to shop while avoiding plastics.

 Switch to sustainable beauty
Switching over to only supporting sustainable brands can have a big impact on supply
chains in the long run. Not to mention, it’s probably a lot better for your skin to be using
products from companies that actually care about their ingredients.

 Only buy from sustainable fashion brands
Are you a big fashionista? This might be a resolution that is good for you.

 
 Make 20 zero-waste swaps in your home

A great, measurable resolution is to commit to making a certain number of changes
throughout the year. Committing to 20 or even 10 zero waste swaps throughout your life
is a great start in the right direction!

 Start Composting
If you have access to an outdoor space and want to work on your organic waste
management, starting composting from home can be a rewarding challenge to take on
(and it’s not as hard as you might think!)

 
 Waste less food

Reducing food waste is something we could all be better at. With this resolution,we

https://zero-waste-creative.com/blog-zero-waste-creative/overconsumption-and-overproduction-how-it-is-to-live-in-a-consumerist-society
https://zero-waste-creative.com/blog-zero-waste-creative/what-is-flexitarian-diet-and-why-might-be-the-best-fit-for-you
https://zero-waste-creative.com/blog-zero-waste-creative/how-to-buy-sustainable-groceries-without-plastic


encourage you to observe your current habits and note areas where you can improve.
Maybe it’s a matter of eating ALL the food you buy? Or making the most of the
leftover scraps from cooking?

 

 Start a wildflower garden for the bees
If you have a green thumb, we encourage you to consider planting a wildflower garden to
help the bees and other pollinating species. This resolution will help insects get the
nutrients they need to thrive and maintain a healthy ecosystem.

 

 Start an eco-garden
An eco garden contains both vegetation and wildlife that encourages harmony
with nature and ourselves.

 
 Commit to a budget/Pay off debt

Being more responsible with your finances will allow you better control of your life and
future. How does this help the planet? Budgeting will make you more mindful of your
spending and pull you away from wasteful impulsive spending. Less ‘stuff’ is better all
around.

 

 Renovate your home to be more energy efficient
If you are considering making some green renovations — let 2022 be the year you take
the plunge!

 

 Switch to non-toxic cleaning products
This resolution is an important one for our water supply, air, and our own health!

 
 Start shopping secondhand

Making the choice to shop second-hand as often as possible will have huge benefits to
your wallet as well as your waste production. Keep fast fashion out of your closet and opt
for perfectly good used items for your home this year by committing to this resolution.



St Mary’s Parents Association

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysparentsassoc/

Dear Parent/Guardian,

Christmas Panto: Our thanks to Trim Credit Union who sponsored the Helix Panto Red

Riding Hood for the whole school, this year.

Yours sincerely

Caroline Smith
Chairperson

Comunity Notices

Trim Branch of Drogheda Credit Union are delighted to help support the St Mary’s community
with the showing of the panto to all the children in the school. We would love if you can consider
us for your lending needs in the future whether it be for a car loan, a holiday loan or a home
improvement loan.

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysparentsassoc/

