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6th January 2022

A Chairde,

I hope that everyone had a happy Christmas and pray that we all have a safe New Year.

We ask God’s blessing on all our school community in the year ahead.

We are all happy to be back “live” and are hopeful that we can continue to do so. The

availability of substitute teachers is a worry. Today, for example, we were able to source

eight substitute teachers, to cover staff absences due to illness, appointments, being close

contacts or having Covid. I am not always able to get the same substitute to cover longer

absences. This is not ideal, so please be understanding of the difficulties involved. If the

situation deteriorates, we may need to revert to remote learning. We hope, if that is

necessary, it will be with individual classes rather than the whole school, although we

cannot rule anything out.

If there is a positive Covid case in your child’s class, the whole school will be informed

by email. Parents/Guardians of the children in the pods will be sent an email outlining the

procedure to get free antigen tests from the HSE. If there is a second case in the same

class, within seven days, I will send the antigen test information to the whole class. All

children in the pod/class can continue to attend school as long as they remain

asymptomatic and they do not have a positive COVID-19 antigen or PCR test result.

Children who have symptoms of COVID-19 should stay at home, isolate and arrange to



have a PCR test, either online or through a GP. If a pupil is identified as a CLOSE

CONTACT of a case in their household they will have to restrict their movement as per

national guidelines for household close contact and get a PCR test as soon as possible.

Please note that pupils from Third to Sixth class are required to wear a mask unless they

have a written note from me confirming an exemption.

Please remember the importance of abiding by the national public health measures

currently in place at all times e.g. vaccination (including boosters), social distancing, use

of face masks, hand hygiene, ventilation and minimising social contacts.

Regarding ventilation, the school received a grant, before Christmas, from the

Department of Education for the purchase of air purifiers. This grant only covers the

purchase of seven purifiers, as they are very expensive. Luckily, we had already

purchased some for the rooms upstairs and those affected by the extension being built.

We have prioritised the rooms with the largest numbers for the new purifiers. It may still

be necessary to open windows and doors in these rooms but not as much. All rooms have

monitors to inform us when extra ventilation is needed.

Zoom Open Day: will be on Thursday next, January 13th @ 11.00. We will have a 3-D

tour of the school preceded by a short talk and question time. You are all welcome. A link

will be sent to those who have submitted enrolment applications on Monday next, and

also to those who request by email. Please spread the word.

Application for Enrolment Forms for next year are now available on our website

(under “Forms”) or through this link

https://stmarystrim.ie/wp-content/plugins/smart-slideshow-widget/2020/10/Application-f

or-enrolment-and-enrolment-policy-to-email-2-1.pdf

Please return by email or post in preference to hand delivery.

Mise le meas

Cóilín Ó Coigligh,
Príomh Oide.
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