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A Chairde,

Many thanks to all the parents/guardians for keeping us informed about positive antigen

and PCR tests. As explained last week, I send the information to all families and then the

link/phone number to the pod or class concerned to access free antigen tests. Today we

have seven staff absent for covid or medical or appointment reasons. On Thursday last it

was eight and Friday it was nine. Thankfully we were able to source substitute teachers.

Our pupil absence rates were as follows:

Thursday: 22.2%

Friday: 25.1%

Today: 16.8%

Difficult times ahead but it does look like numbers will go down soon.

Please note the following information about our Open Day on Thursday and feel free to

share the link with any interested parties.



Virtual Open Day 2022

When? Thursday 13th January.
11.00 a.m.

Where? Zoom
Join Zoom Meeting

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82931637786?pwd=blo5UWMxMFUzSjRDVDR4U2tLVDhRZz09

Meeting ID: 829 3163 7786
Passcode: 192533

What? Short presentation on our school followed by a 3D
Virtual Tour guided by our Sixth Class pupils. Live
Q&A to finish.

Who? All parents/guardians are welcome.
It is also an ideal opportunity for prospective
parents to find out more about our school, in an
informal way.

We will be having an Orientation Day on Thursday June 2nd @ 2.15, when new
pupils will have the opportunity to visit their new classrooms and meet their
teachers. This will be preceded on June 1st by a meeting for parents, which will
go into greater detail on preparing your child for school, various school policies
and recommendations etc.

Application for Enrolment Forms for next year are now available on our website
(under “Forms”) or through this link
https://stmarystrim.ie/wp-content/plugins/smart-slideshow-widget/2020/10/Application-f
or-enrolment-and-enrolment-policy-to-email-2-1.pdf
Please return by email or post in preference to hand delivery.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82931637786?pwd=blo5UWMxMFUzSjRDVDR4U2tLVDhRZz09
https://stmarystrim.ie/wp-content/plugins/smart-slideshow-widget/2020/10/Application-for-enrolment-and-enrolment-policy-to-email-2-1.pdf
https://stmarystrim.ie/wp-content/plugins/smart-slideshow-widget/2020/10/Application-for-enrolment-and-enrolment-policy-to-email-2-1.pdf


Submission Date: On or before Friday 28th January 2022 (in order to be included
in the first round of offers).

Digital Technology News: BREAKING NEWS - Senior Infants to attend computer

classes from this week!! Senior Infants will begin to learn to type using Google Docs. They

will learn how to login to their Google Drive and how to open a document. For the first couple

of weeks we will learn the keys on the keyboard and using these keys we will type some

sentences to practise. Students will be given their logins and passwords and you can access their

drive area at any point to see what they are doing.

We are starting our new ‘Scratch’ term this week with students from 1st to 5th beginning

their programming journey. Scratch 3.0 is an online version and various changes have

been made to both its look and the various block headings. These changes will be

discussed and we will begin to create basic programs during computer classes.

Scratch is a free programming software that can be accessed using the following link:

https://scratch.mit.edu/ so please feel free to load this up at home and allow your children

to show you what they are learning each week. 6th class will work on their podcasts this

week. I am hoping that we can add them to the podcasts already on the website so watch

this space.

Debby Walsh

Mise le meas

Cóilín Ó Coigligh,
Príomh Oide.

https://scratch.mit.edu/

