
Imlitir 42 27th June, 2022

A Chairde,

As we come to the end of the school year, we are only a short few months into the relaxation of

Covid mitigations in school. Already it seems like it was so long ago! During the school year,

our life here, for both pupils and staff, was taken up with all things Covid. It was a worrying time

and a time when the school was a very serious place. Yet the response of our school community

was amazing. Everybody made fantastic efforts to ensure that our children were looked after

physically and mentally, as well as educationally. Everyone went that extra mile in what were

difficult circumstances for all. Thank you all. We were all reminded that there is life outside of

Covid, a life of normality and creativity. We look forward to next year with hope of an even

greater return to “normality”.

I am sure that we will all enjoy our well-earned rest and return refreshed on Thursday, September

1st @ 9.10 a.m. (9.30 for Junior Infants) Every good wish to those who are not returning,

especially our First Class boys who graduated on Friday last and Sixth Class girls who graduated

on Wednesday last. It was uplifting to be able to have everyone back at a live event. Thanks also

to the teachers who put such great effort and creativity into both ceremonies to ensure that the

pupils still had a special day. The pupils themselves did a “Good Job” (remember that song?) and

had great input into both ceremonies.



School finished for the pupils @ 11.50 on Thursday next, when we close for the summer

holidays. Please make the necessary arrangements.

Many thanks to our Parents’ Association for their assistance with both ceremonies and indeed

their cooperation and support all year. These past few years, it was difficult to have a PA but they

stayed together, for the good of our children, and we are most grateful to them.

A big “thank you” to Frank, Helen, Rebecca, Debby, Monica, Bernie, Marzena, Jenny, Gabrielle,

Clare, Ann, Linda, Vaida, SNAs and teachers who make up such a great staff. We are fortunate at

St Mary’s to have such dedication and commitment. I would especially like to thank Mr Galligan

for his remote assistance this year and look forward to seeing him back among us in September.

I would like to thank Ms Branigan, Ms Dardis, Ms Mc Grath, Ms Mallon, Ms Hendrick and Ms

Austin, Ms Walsh, Ms Foley and Ms Flattery for all they have added to St Mary’s this year. Best

wishes to Mr Casey as he embarks on a Career Break next year. On your behalf and on behalf of

the staff I would like to wish Ms Finn health and happiness and she enters the next stage of her

life. I would like to thank her for her twenty three years of diligence, commitment and fun. I

hope that St Mary’s will still be a feature of that next stage.

Cathy Brennan has been working in our Library all year and we are indebted to her for the

fantastic job she has done cataloguing and organising that the children have the very best

experience there. Thank you Cathy. We would be lost without you.

Book Rental: You may still contact the school, this week, if you wish to be included. If you

were notified by the school that you were eligible for the book grant, there was no need to fill in

the Book Rental Form. If you applied for the book grant and were not contacted by the school,

you have not been included. If you are unsure, please check for your confirmation email.

Aladdin Connect App: Please contact us if you are unable to access this app. It would be nice to

have it sorted before returning in September.

Please let us know by email or phone call if your child will not be returning to us next September

(excepting Sixth Classes and First Class boys).



Congratulations to our gymnastics champion in Fourth Class who won her category in the Fitkid

Division 4th National Championship in late May, making her the national champion. She will

compete in the Europeans for the Irish team in October.

It’s her first win and we are all very proud of her.

Job Sharing Information Evening will be held @ 7.00pm tonight June 27th for Room 2 and

8.00pm for Room 35. The arrangements for next year will be explained and your questions will

be answered. Zoom links were sent on Friday last as well as an FAQ sheet and a Q&A sheet.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish everybody, young and old, a very happy

summer: “May the sun shine warm upon all your faces.” Our welcome back video for the pupils

was a great hit these last two years, so I hope to do that again just before we reopen. At that stage

the builders will be gone, our new rooms will be opened and we hope to have the school

repainted on the outside. Have a safe summer, everyone.

Mise le meas

Cóilín Ó Coigligh,
Príomh Oide.



Nath na Seachtaine: Lig do scíth! - Take a rest

Seanfhocal na Míosa: Is glas iad na cnoic i bhfad uainn (Faraway hills are green)

Green News

A pupil in Room 15 did an excellent project on the different zones of the ocean. There is so

much to learn about the Marine!

We have come to the end of another great year of Green initiatives and have completed our

work on the Marine theme. Thank you to our committee and to all the staff and pupils who

keep the green programme moving along. We are so lucky to have embedded so many good

green practices and we look forward to building upon this next year as we embark on a

new theme! All will be revealed in time!

We would encourage you all to introduce walking and cycling into your daily routines over

the summer and of course to appreciate the beautiful town we live in by keeping it clean

and tidy.



Some highlights from last week’s WOW

Remember it’s cool to be green no matter where you go! To the pupils moving on to new
settings, we say ‘stay cool, stay green!’

Our Marine motto:

We, the pupils of St Mary’s School
Are going to keep our oceans nice and cool

Recycle stuff so fish can swim
Without them catching their little fins

Keep our beaches nice and clean
So we are not being mean

We need the oceans so we can live
We survive on the oxygen that they give

Remember Green is Cool at home and at school, on land and at sea!



Community Notices

Join the Reading Adventure at your library
Summer Stars is an exciting reading-based programme which is available free of charge to all
children across the country. Children are invited to register for Summer Stars and be part of
the adventure by reading as many books as they can. All participants will be given a Summer
Stars Reading Card to record and track their own progress.
There will be rewards and incentives along the way and a grand finale event at the end for all
the participants. Everyone is invited to check out the Summer Stars website at
www.summerstars.ie which has lots of online games and activities as well as a range of
animated ebooks.
You will find a children’s books discussion board and interviews with well-known people
about their favourite books. There are also helpful tips for reading and recommended titles by
age group for children to read. The books can then be borrowed from your local library
service. And it’s all free!

http://www.summerstars.ie/





