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A chairde,

Prayer for the start of our new school year
Lord Jesus,
I ask for help as I begin this new school year.
Allow me to experience your presence in the many blessings you put before me.
Open my eyes to the new challenges and exciting opportunities that this new school year brings.
Open my heart and mind to new friends and new teachers.
Give me a generous spirit to be enthusiastic about my studies, even when I find them difficult.
Help me to be attentive to my teachers. Let me experience your love in my new friends.
Jesus, inspire me to do my best this year! Amen.
Congratulations to all the girls in Third Class who made their First Holy Communion on Saturday
last. Thanks to all the staff who helped in no small way to prepare them, both this year and last
year. Thanks also to the Do This in Memory of Me Committee for their input on the day and at the
various masses last year. Thanks to our Musicians, on the day: Mrs Mc Gale, Mrs Nally and Eoin
Mc Gale and to solo singer Emily Dowling. Special thanks to Fr Paul and Fr Warren for all the
preparations to ensure that we could have a First Communion safely. Further thanks to Fr Paul for
all his school visits during the year. We hope to be able to take a class group photo on September
17th. More details closer to the time.
A copy of our school Calendar will be given to the eldest child in each family this week. Many
thanks to our sponsor Ted Murtagh, Clothing and Footwear, Haggard Street, Trim. Spare copies
of our calendar will be available from our sponsor during the school year, should you need a
replacement. We are grateful for this support each year.
Please ensure that all “monies paid to the teacher” from the booklist, are paid as soon as possible.
Teachers need to buy materials now, for the coming year. Reminder letters for outstanding
payments will issue in the next week. There is no problem paying by instalments, to suit you, just
contact the teacher or Rebecca/Helen in the office. Please use our online banking facility which is
available for all payments. We are a cash-free school for security and convenience purposes. If
this causes any difficulty for you, please contact Rebecca/Helen for assistance.
GDPR Form: As many of you are aware, school needs permission for photographs, to go on
walks, field trips etc. We now do that at the beginning of each school year. This week, you will get
an email with a permission form, please fill in and return immediately. If you do not have an email
address, please get one for school correspondence. In the meantime, a hard copy of the form is
available from the office.This must be requested by note and will then be given to your child.
Please do not arrive at the school for a form. While waiting for the forms, last year’s permissions
will apply. On Friday September 20th, we will be having a GDPR Walk i.e. the whole school will go
on a walk. They will walk in their “Bubbles”. It will not be a fundraising walk, just an occasion to

help us get all our permission forms back! Only those with permission will be able to go on the
walk. There is plenty of time to get the forms back and we will issue reminders, as we get closer to
the day.
I would like to remind parents/guardians of the Voluntary Contribution (€50 per family) for the
Computer Room. Without this contribution we would not be in the fortunate position of having an
up-to-date Computer Room, I.T. Equipment and having a computer teacher (Debby), who also
does repairs and technical support. Last year, for example, Ms Debby was able to continue
computer classes during the Lockdown. The family contribution of €50 is greatly needed and much
appreciated. Please give it your full consideration. Payments in instalments and online payments
can be easily arranged. I would like to stress again that this is voluntary. Thank you.
Book Rental Scheme: Due to Covid 19, we are leaving the rental scheme open until Friday
September 11th. Please contact the office and not the class teacher.
Homework Journals: Please note that there are none this year. Some teachers may use a copy
but our aim is to use the online platforms so that there is no exchange between home and school.
Extra-curricular activities: have been postponed until further notice.
Please ensure that your child’s name is on his/her jacket and other items of clothing.
Text-a-Parent: The school uses text messaging to communicate with parents, as the need arises.
It is particularly useful in emergency situations or for issuing reminders. Please ensure that you
nominate which mobile number is to be used for this purpose. Failing this, the school will use the
number of the mother/guardian. If you do not have a mobile phone please make arrangements for
a friend to pass on this information to you.
Imlitreacha (Newsletters): Weekly newsletters are usually sent out on Mondays. Being a Green
School, we issue them by email. They are available in hard copy by request only, to those without
an email address. Parents who are separated may request two copies. Contact Rebecca/ Helen
in the office. Please check your email on Mondays for future communications. If you have not
already done so, please ensure that we have yan up-to-date email address and contact us on
Tuesday of the following week if you have not received a copy of next Monday’s newsletter. Hard
copies of all Imlitreacha are also on display just inside the main door.
Finally, we are all grateful for the cooperation we have received to open safely. This will be a
different year for everyone but let’s continue to work together to make it a year to remember, for all
the right reasons.
Mise le meas

Cóilín Ó Coigligh,
Príomh Oide.

Nathanna na Seachtaine:
Bí ar scoil gach lá - Come to school every day! (Charley Rose’s idea)
Seanfhocal na Míosa:
Ní hé lá na báistí, lá na bpáistí!

St Mary’s Parents’ Association
A warm welcome back to school from the Parents’ Association. Thank you all so much for staying safe and
playing your part during this pandemic and well done to the home schoolers!
Time to let the qualified teachers take over!
We are not quite sure how the Parents’ Association will work this year but we are still very much here to
support our children and the staff in St. Mary's. You can join our Facebook page at St Mary's Primary
School Parents’ Association.
Wishing you all a happy and healthy term.

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysparentsassoc/
Many thanks for your continued support.

Caroline Smith
Chairperson

Green News

Remember Green isn’t just cool anymore, it’s a must!
Community Notices

