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A chairde,
In relation to pupil absences, we have designed a form to be filled in online, prior to your child
returning to school after an illness:

Return to Educational Facility Parental Declaration Form
Link 1
We will have a Google Form version ready in the next few days and will send the link
separately. It is safer to use online forms than paper copies and you can use your phone to access
the link, if need be.
We have also designed a declaration to be filled in if your child has a chronic illness like asthma.

Chronic symptoms Parental Declaration Form
Link 2
A copy will be available on Google Forms in the next few days.
In the mornings, parents and pupils are asked to line up on paths (not roadway) and not to
congregate in groups. Parents/guardians are asked to ensure that their children are supervised and
safe until they enter the school grounds (Group 1: 9.00 entry for 9.10 start; Group 2: 9.20 entry
for 9.30 start). In the afternoons, you are required to wear a mask, if entering the school grounds.
There is no need to enter school grounds for collecting older children.
Online payments: Please note that families are now able to use computer, tablet or phone to
make payments for monies owed and other school payments. For security and health reasons, our
payments are now online.
Scoil Mhuire: In the current climate, Scoil Mhuire have decided NOT to host an Open Evening
as they normally would have done in previous years.
This year their First Year Application for Admission 2021-2022 will be available on their
website https://scoilmhuiretrim.info/new/
from Friday 2nd October 2020.
The closing date for return of this application is 6th November @4pm.

DT News: I am extremely proud of our Senior Infant and 1st Class girls and boys. They
continue to make huge steps each week with their new typing skills. Senior Infants, for the time
being, will continue to practise using the alphabet keys on the keyboard by typing sentences from
their news copies. 1st classes will learn how to centre, bold and increase their font sizes this
week. 2nd to 4th classes will also continue to practise logging in to their online classroom to get
the assignment for their computer class. It is extremely important for each student to become
adept at this especially in this trying time. 5th and 6th classes have begun working on projects in
Google Slides (they also have to log in to Google Classroom for the assignment) and I am
working on ‘how to create a presentation correctly’.
Ms Debby:-

Mrs Nally:‘There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you need, pray for it, asking God for it with
prayer and thanksgiving’ (Philippians 4:6-9)
The opening words of the Second Reading at Mass yesterday. How apt and how necessary at this
time of uncertainty. This may have inspired the Belfast-born poet, Derek Mahon who wrote
‘Everything is going to be alright….. The sun rises in spite of everything.’ Let us keep hope in
our hearts at this time and be grateful for the small things. One thing we can be certain of are the
prayers of the Mercy sisters in our community.
Mercy Day 2020 was celebrated virtually on Wednesday 23rd September. Fr Paul and the Mercy
Sisters, Sr Mac, Sr Paula and Sr Claudia, were beamed into the classrooms on the Interactive
Whiteboards. Sr Paula recited the Mercy Door Prayer and Fr Paul blessed the Sisters, the staff
and the pupils. We are indebted to the Sisters for the legacy of Mercy at St Mary’s, where every
child is valued and offered a chance of a holistic education to develop their potential.

Mercy Day 2020 Srs Paula and Claudia

You may remember hearing about Sr Claudia who spent several years in Zambia helping set up
and sustain the Linda school and Flamboyant Special Needs school. Our Siopa Glas helped fund
a school bus and some teacher training for these schools. Sometimes working in a disadvantaged
part of the world is known as working on the Missions.
This month is the month of The Missions. At school we will try to raise awareness of the work
that is being done by many lay people and Religious communities in impoverished parts of the
world. At the moment we are very focussed on ourselves and our health and safety. Let us not
forget those who are less fortunate and those who dedicate their lives to helping them.

Ms Coakley:The Board met on 29th September where the following were discussed:
●
●

●
●
●
●

●

The application for the replacement of the external doors was refused, will send a new
application and try again.
Board approved that if Mr Ó Coigligh is made aware that there is a confirmed case of
Covid-19 in the school, he may send a message to all parents and staff to inform them,
e.g. Confirmed case of Covid-19 in Room X, awaiting further instruction from the
HSE.
Vote of thanks to the ISM team for updated ISM reports.
3 new bus escorts have been appointed.
Extension update - One classroom and two SEN classrooms upstairs. Permission to go
to tender before lockdown. Tender documents will be ready in approx. 2 weeks.
Emergency Work update - Installation of ramps has been completed. Additional water
tanks to be installed in the attic to improve water pressure which is required due to
increase in hand-washing.
Fr Paul thanked the school, Ms. Nally and Mr. Ó Coigligh for upholding the ethos of
the school by celebrating Mercy Day last week.

●

Next meeting - Tuesday 27th November.

Some of our First Communicants at school a few weeks ago….

Mise le meas

Cóilín Ó Coigligh,
Príomh Oide.

Nathanna na Seachtaine:
Seanfhocal na Míosa:

La Breithe Shona duit/daoibh (Happy Birthday to you)
Ni neart go cur le cheile! (Strength in togetherness)

Green News
‘I have learned, you are never too small to make a difference…’
(Thunberg 2019)
This time last year, world leaders were made to sit up and listen to an idealistic teenage climate
activist, namely Greta Thunberg. This year 64 leaders from five continents held a summit to
discuss what they were going to do in order to clamp down on pollution, embrace sustainable
economic systems and eliminate dumping of plastic waste into the oceans. They pledged to
restore the balance with nature and to try to slow down and arrest the rampant destruction of
life-sustaining ecosystems.
Here at St Mary’s we learn about Climate change through our Green Schools Programme. This
year our theme is Global Citizenship - Marine. We are in Year 2 of the theme. We will be
learning about how ocean life is being affected by climate change and how human behaviour has
impacted on marine biodiversity.

Last week Mr Higgins’ class under the watchful eye of Ms Patricia planted some bedding plants
and some cuttings. It will be great to watch how these plants take root and thrive over the next
year. Gardening is a wonderfully rewarding activity. No doubt some of you enjoyed your
gardens over the time spent at home. If you have any interesting photos of plants or gardening
activity, maybe you would consider sharing them with us for our Green news.

Ms Patricia’s ‘Bug Bed’ Summer 2020 and one of our Junior Infants showing off a beautiful
poppy.

.
Be safe and be green!
by Mrs Nally
Remember Green isn’t just cool anymore, it’s a must!

St Mary’s Parents’ Association
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysparentsassoc/
Many thanks for your continued support.

Caroline Smith
Chairperson

Community Notices

Boyneside Speech & Drama classes for boys and girls from First Class, focusing
on improving students’ pronunciation, communication, conversation and public
speaking skills on Tuesday and Wednesday after school in Breathe Pilates Studio,
Patrick Street, Trim. all Covid 19 regulations adhered to at all times. New
students welcome. Telephone 087 2201981 or email dorscully@gmail.com

