Imlitir 20
30th November, 2020
A chairde,
Great to see so many mammies and daddies at the assembly on Friday last. Well done to Room
12 who enlightened us on toys long ago. The fact that the “Eighties” qualified as “Long Ago”
was a bit scary for some of us though!
For the month of December (Advent), we will be exploring alternatives to written homework.
Some suggestions, but not an exhaustive list, are below. Teachers will assign to suit their classes
and parents are asked to sign off that the homework has been done. It will be nice for everyone
to get a break from the traditional homework, especially during Covid.

Advent is a time of preparation for the birth of Jesus. It is a time for all of us to prepare and
reflect. This Christmas is going to be like no other we remember. In the lead up to this special
feast, let us make time for what is important and look forward to a brighter future and new year.

Some suggested activities:
· Advent prep - set up the crib at home and talk about it; design an Advent calendar
· r ead Christmas stories together at home
· w
 atch a Christmas film
· v isit the crib in the Church/ Grotto

· d ecorate the Christmas tree
· p rojects on traditions in other countries
· w
 alk around Trim, enjoy the lights
For 25 nice ideas of kindness see the other attachment with this email.

Here’s a sneak preview of what we might see more of later in the month! Scan this code using
the camera on your phone. Thank you Room 2 for this little treat!

Yesterday, Sunday November 29, pupils from our Sixth classes who are receiving the Sacrament
of Confirmation in Spring 2021 participated in the enrolment Mass with beautifully pre-recorded
prayers and readings. Many thanks to the pupils and parents and indeed to the teachers and Fr
Paul who made it possible. Technology has played a huge role in so many parts of our lives this
year. Fr Paul used the analogy of the programme Friends and reminded the girls that ‘Jesus will
be there for them’.
Last week Fr Paul prayed with the pupils, parents and teachers through the medium of zoom in a
lovely prayer service in preparation for the Confirmation. Well done to all the participants.
We look forward to being able to attend Mass again in the traditional way very soon. Starting
next Tuesday, weekday Masses will resume, observing the NPHET guidelines where the church
will be divided into quadrants as was the case before Level 5. Sunday Masses will also return to
normal. For further details check out the Parish Website. www.parishoftrimandboardsmill.com
Masses are broadcast on the parish radio 107.7FM for anyone who might be interested or feel
fearful about attending Mass in person.

Last week we installed a Sensory Corridor in our school and many small and big people are
getting great enjoyment out of it. Here are some photos to give you an idea of what is involved:

The Board of Management met on 24th November, where the following were discussed:
● PST Sport are refusing to fix subsidence to Astro Pitch. Awaiting a further meeting
with the architect to resolve the issue.
● Vote of thanks to the ISM Leadership Team.
● Emergency Works Update: Replacement of external doors: Awaiting letter from
Architect regarding fire escape issues. As we were refused, to reapply to Emergency
Works, we need to have new information.
● Extension: Awaiting structural engineers report in order to go to tender. One new
classroom and two Special Ed. rooms are planned to be built over Rooms 20 and 16.
● Covid Update: Permission to revert to Remote Learning in future. Not to contact the
class teacher, if sick, if possible.
Ms Coakley
Christmas Lights: Well done to Hannah Lalor in Room 4 who switched on the lights in Trim,
last week.

Christmas Shoebox Appeal
This year we can't send our usual shoeboxes so Team Hope are asking us to virtually fill a shoebox
online. The Team Hope Volunteers in the various countries will then fill the boxes and deliver them to
the excited children.
Each box will cost €20 and you can personalise it online by clicking on this page to build a special box
from you and your family. https://www.teamhope.ie/christmas-shoebox-appeal/#build-a-box There is still
lots of time to fill in a box online as the closing date is not until December.
Thank you! Ms Dalton

DT News: As you can all guess by now from this Imlitir … Christmas is coming!! This week
we will be doing all things Christmas. From Christmas poems to Google slides presentations on
where Christmas began and Christmas traditions. Remember to ask your children to show you
what they are doing in their computer lessons - you will be amazed at how far we have all come.
Ms Debby
As we prepare for Christmas, many of the classes in St. Mary's School are making homemade
Christmas cards & letters for the elderly in our community. I will deliver them to the Local Trim
Garda Edel Dugdale this week.
Garda Edel is hoping to spread some extra christmas cheer and make some hampers for the
vulnerable in our community. Items needed include small toiletries eg/ toothpaste,
toothbrush, soap, shampoo and hats, socks, gloves and non perishable food items with a
good shelf life. Pupils may bring items into school and drop them to Room 22 each morning.
Closing date for the collection at school is Friday 4th December. Thank you for all your help in
advance.
Mrs O'Brien
Application for Enrolment Forms for next year are now available on our website (under
“Forms”) or through this link
https://stmarystrim.ie/wp-content/plugins/smart-slideshow-widget/2020/10/Application-for-enrol
ment-and-enrolment-policy-to-email-2-1.pdf
Please return by email or post in preference to hand delivery.
Mise le meas

Cóilín Ó Coigligh,
Príomh Oide.

Nath na Seachtaine:
Seanfhocal na Míosa:
home!)

Is fearr liom…. (I prefer)
Níl aon tinteán mar do thinteán féin (There’s no place like

Green News
A Marine fact: Did you know the deepest oceanic trench on Earth is called the
Mariana Trench and it is equivalent to the height of Mt Everest!

Our Green Flag theme this year is Global Citizenship - Marine. We are in Year 2. Two of
our classes have taken part in the Sea Keepers’ Project Survey. They will be exploring how
we can help our oceans whose rich marine environment is being destroyed by the effects of
Climate Change. The Sea Keepers’ project helps the children develop a personal
connection with the biodiversity contained in the ocean and cultivates an appreciation of
the need to make more sustainable choices as they grow older.
The annual Siopa Glas will not be happening this year unfortunately. You may remember
that we had a Siopa Glas before Christmas 2019. You all either kindly donated items for
the Siopa and/or sent in money for your children to purchase things. The children really
love this activity and it’s heartening to know that our efforts support children in an
undeveloped part of the world. We wired the proceeds to our Special Needs School in
Zambia. Sr Andrea received this message from Brother Jose a few weeks ago:

I would like to say sincere thanks to you and all - parents, teachers, staff and
the little children, without whom, I believe we would not have Flamboyant up
and running without your support and funding.
May God Bless You all.
COW and WOW are on hold for now but we encourage you all to walk or cycle whenever
you can. Walking, cycling or scooting are all healthier choices and are better for the
environment.
Some of you have been making terrific houses with recycled materials. Here’s one example:

Remember to keep up your good green habits at home. Reduce, reuse and recycle as much
as you can. Imagine that better future! If everyone can make even a small effort it will
make a difference. Have a look at this fable:

The Hummingbird lesson https://youtu.be/LLNkYKTTrtU
Be safe and be green!
by Mrs Nally

St Mary’s Parents’ Association
Dia Duit from the Parents Association
We hope you are keeping well and safe and are looking forward to December and the Christmas
break as much as we are.
Just a quick Christmas Card Update:
You should have received both the sample card and an email with the ordering process for the
card packs on Friday. A reminder that the last day for orders is tomorrow, we cannot take any
orders on Wednesday.
A date for your diary; the Festive Jumper Day is Friday the 11th. The children can wear their
best festive gear in to support a charity which the Student Council will choose.
If you have any questions please contact us through the FB page using the link below.
Thank you, as always, for your continued support.
St. Mary’s Primary Parents Association.
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysparentsassoc/

Community Notices

