Imlitir 33
22nd March, 2021
A Chairde,
School closes for The Easter Holidays at 11.50 and 12.10 on Friday next 26th March. Please
make the necessary arrangements. School re-opens on Monday April 12th @ 9.10a.m. and 9.30
a.m.
I would like to thank Mrs Nally, who was acting principal for the last two weeks, while I was
recovering from eye surgery. She did such a good job that no doubt many of you were unaware
of the change. The school is lucky to have such a caring and dedicated Deputy Principal.
Covid Update: Today Room 13 are getting their second test today, which will determine their
return date. A Return to School Declaration Form must also be filled in, before returning. They
are available from our website under “Forms” or here. They are not returned by link but you can
download and return by email (preferable) or hard copy to the class teacher.
All parents/guardians in the school are asked to fill in this form for all absences, even for one
day.

Daffodil Day
Daffodil Day is next Friday, March 26th. Every year our school makes a huge contribution to this
wonderful charity. Last year when street sales of Daffodils were cancelled, we were able to make a
substantial donation of €1063.00 from the sale of the little knitted items in school. This year the local
ladies have been knitting again. It would be great if we could raise funds for the Irish Cancer Society
again this year. A selection of items will be distributed to each classroom.
We will raffle a lovely little garden ornament… an Irish cottage.

To mark Daffodil Day, the children can wear their knitted daffodils on Friday and/or something
yellow, if they wish for the half day.

We have another two weeks of Lent before we celebrate the Feast of Easter. The Holy Week
ceremonies will be available on the Webcam from our beautiful church as are daily Masses.
https://www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-patricks-parish-trim
The church is open everyday also for private prayer. Some people might also like to do the
stations of the cross, inside or outside. The outside Stations are embedded in the wall alongside
the hotel at the back of the church. There is also a lovely sacred space dedicated to St Joseph at
the top of the church. Parish newsletters are available inside the church each week.

Congrats to Sadhbh McMorrow who won the St Patrick’s Day Colouring competition

Trocaire boxes have been distributed to households in the school.
Please note that any family members that work for Intel may count homeschooling hours as part
of their volunteer programme (Benevity). The school is now fully registered and would
appreciate the associated financial assistance.
D.T. News: This week the older classes will continue to se up their login and passwords on the
new chromeboxes and we will work on setting up and accessing their bookmarks. This is a very
important part of being able to access the Google Classroom and their work. 1st classes will
continue to work in Scratch and once we are back after Easter they will go through the process of
logging in and beginning to type again using Google Docs - so great things planned for them
Happy Easter everyone!
Debby Walsh
Enrolment Forms Forms are still available from the office or on our website.

Mise le meas

Cóilín Ó Coigligh,
Príomh Oide.

Nathanna na Seachtaine: Beannachtaí na Casca duit! (daoibh) Happy Easter
Seanfhocal na Míosa:

Tír gan teanga, Tír gan anam,
Scoil gan Ghaeilge, Scoil gan Chroí
(Ár Mana)

Green News

As a Green School we have cultivated some really good green habits. Before Covid came along,
children used to bring in items to recycle in our Ceantar Glas (Green Area) in school. Now this
has been entrusted to you at home. Keep up the good green living! Remember to recycle the
boxes that come with the Easter eggs.
Global Citizenship - Marine is our Green Flag theme this year. The oceans generate over half of
the oxygen we breathe and control our climate. Over 70% of our earth is water. Many of our
classes have been concentrating on sea life and threats to marine biodiversity. We will feature
three more of our poems and stories below. Well done to all who participated in the competition!
Lent is a good time to think about how we can better and kinder to the planet and to others. This
Lent, let’s ask ourselves ‘Am I a good GLOBAL CITIZEN?’ and think of ways we can be kinder
to the earth and to others in less developed parts of the world.

Remember to keep safe and keep green!

Waves
By Beatrice Eivers
It was a normal Saturday morning and Jenny was watching T.V. when her mum called her into
the kitchen. When she walked in, there were brochures all over the kitchen table. They were all
sorts of colours, pink, green, yellow, orange, but mostly blue.

When she got closer she realized they were brochures for the beach. When Jenny asked her
mum what they were for, mum explained that the family were going to the beach and the
brochures were for deciding which one to go to.
Jenny was delighted. She loved the beach and often dreamed about living under the sea. Jenny
asked her mum if she could help and so she sat down and read every brochure, examined every
detail about the beach.
It was nearly dinner time before they had chosen the top 3. There was Enniscrone Beach,
Bettystown Beach and Sandy Cove Beach. After a long family argument they decided to go to
Enniscrone Beach.
Jenny was very excited and could hardly wait. Two days later they had the towels, sunscreen,
frisbee, swimsuits, goggles, picnic and sun shade packed tightly into a beach bag. Mum, Dad and
Jenny got into the car and drove to Sligo.
After a long dive they made it to Sligo. When they pulled up outside the beach, Jenny saw a sign
for surfing lessons and begged her father to let her get a lesson. When Jenny’s dad’s lips formed
the word ‘yes’, Jenny exploded with excitement and ran over to where you could sign up.
Jenny and nine other children put on their wetsuits and were given surfboards. Jenny was
delighted with her surfboard. It was decorated with sea life. The board had a little crab, a
turtle, a goldfish, a stingray, seaweed and a little puffer fish.
The coach led them onto the beach and gave some very important instructions. If he was waving
his right hand, move 20 steps to the right, and the same with his left hand but move to the left.
When he blows his whistle, look at him, and if he clenches his fist, get out of the water
immediately.
She got into the water and was very nervous and cold but Jenny got used to the temperature of
the water. It was her first time ever to go surfing and was a bit wobbly on the board.
For the first time she caught a wave and went gliding about the ocean, then she saw something
very disturbing to her. There was a little turtle with a plastic bag wrapped around his neck.
Jenny hopped off her board and helped the turtle and then something inside her said ‘well done,
Jenny, maybe you should continue helping sea life and raise awareness of the pollution in the
oceans’, and that's what she did. From that moment on, Jenny raised awareness and spoke in
front of her class and lots of other schools and started a charity
called save our seas or SOS.

Title of my Story: DEEP DOWN IN THE SEA
Name: MAJA GREENE
Age: 10
Class: Third (R.18)
There are lots of things I could tell you about my life deep down in the sea.
First of all I would like to introduce myself. My name is Sky and I am a
dolphin. I have lots of friends but my best friend is Sam the seahorse.
I would like to tell you about one of my favourite adventures with Sam. I
hope you will like it too!
It was a sunny, calm day. We were a bit bored watching Sam’s brothers
playing. Then Sam came up with this crazy idea !! He wanted us to go and
check the old ship. The rumour was that a hidden treasure was there.But
there was a little, tinny problem. The ship was located too close to the shark’s
living area.We never had problems with sharks but we heard scary stories.
But on the other side it could be a good adventure. We decided to go!
It took us around an hour to get there and when we got there something
seemed to be wrong. It looked like someone else had the same idea as us.
Suddenly we heard a loud bang. We were curious what happened there. We
went closer and..oh no!!SHARKS! Well, small ones, but still...Because Sam
was smaller than me he said he was going to check what happened. He
came back with information that one of the sharks was trapped in the ship
and the other one was not able to help him. Even though we were a bit afraid
we decided to help them. They were happy to see us and they asked for help.
It was good team work. The little shark called Lucy was freed at last and
her brother Alex was grateful.
That day we didn’t find any treasure but we found something even better new friends! Since that day we always played together: a dolphin, two
sharks and a seahorse. What a team! :)

Deep Down in the Sea
Recently I was talking to my Mammy about when she was in Australia. She told me a story about when
she went snorkelling and saw the coral reef. I was curious about coral reef, so I googled it and found a
video telling me all about the sea. The video taught me some interesting facts about life under the sea.
This is some of what I learned.
Coral reef is only found in shallow tropical seas. They may look like colourful rocks or plants, but coral is
actually an animal. Coral provides shelter for little fish to hide.
A nurse shark is harmless to humans but stays under rocks and comes out at night to find fish. A nurse
shark prefers shrimp instead of other types of fish.
Turtles in the sea rely on the coral that provides them food but the coral relies on the turtles to eat the
algae and sponges because they could overgrow the reef.
After watching the video I told my Mammy all about what I learned and we decided that someday we
would go back to Australia together!
Thinking about the sea reminded me of my holidays in Sligo and all the lovely beaches that were there.
One of my favourite days was when I went swimming at Rosses point and I saw loads of jellyfish. Myself
and my sister collected seashells in a bucket and I brought some home.
This year in school I learned all about marine and sea life. Teacher told us about basking sharks and that
they don’t harm humans and we also learned about grey seals who have really thick milk for their babies
that are called pups. Bladderwrack which is very slimy made me laugh! We didn’t see any bladderwrack
in Sligo but maybe when Covid-19 is over I can go to another beach and look for some!

By Naoise Flannery

St Mary’s Parents’ Association

🥚The Parents Association want to wish all the pupils, the teaching and

school staff and all their families an enjoyable Easter break, we are sure we are all looking
forward to it.
Once again we want to thank the school for their continued hard work and dedication to
the children while keeping them safe and well.

🧡As always, we want to extend an open invitation to anyone who would like to join the

Parents Association, in any way either on the committee or as a member of the association.
We can be always contacted through our Facebook page below.
We hope you all have a pleasant break and return for the last term of the year refreshed.

Remember to stay safe and wash those hands.

🥚

St. Mary’s Primary School Parents Association
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysparentsassoc

Dear Parents
National Parents Council Primary would like to invite you to attend our free online
interactive workshops on “Anti Bullying”, a training programme by NPC designed to
enable you to support your children regarding issues of bullying and to also inform you
about the Anti Bullying Procedures.
Bullying is, unfortunately, a negative aspect of some children’s lives and can be a worry
for many parents. Learning ways to deal with and cope with bullying situations is a key
life skill that we all can develop. If you would like to learn more about preventing or
addressing bullying behaviour or if you are worried about your child being bullied or
bullying others, this session might be useful for you. It can give you tips on how to
support your child in dealing with bullying situations. Information on the anti-bullying
procedures in schools and discussion on different types of bullying, including
cyber-bullying are also areas covered in the session.
The sessions are taking place next week, starting Monday the 22nd of March, online via
Zoom at 10am Monday to Friday, and 8pm on Monday to Thursday.
Just click on the link below to register
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Anti-Bullying-Registration
Each session will have limited numbers for discussion and questions, and places will be
offered on a first come first serve basis. Please contact training@npc.ie with any
questions.

Community News

